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     July was an exciting and memorable month for me. It began with my first-ever trip to 
Chicago, IL, for the Elks National Convention, held July 4 through July 8. Before the 
convention got underway, I was honored to attend the rededication of the Elks Memorial 
Building on July 4, which coincided with the 250th anniversary of our country and the 
100th anniversary of the Elks Memorial Building. It was a truly special occasion and one I 
will not soon forget. During the weeklong convention, I was honored to witness the 
installation of Tim Jeager of the Napa, California Lodge as the new Grand Exalted Ruler 
of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. It was also a proud moment for our local 
Lodge as Alan Bobillot, a member of our Eureka #652, was installed as our new District 
Deputy for the Great Northwest District. The convention brought together more than 7,000 
enthusiastic Elks from across the country. It was an incredible opportunity to learn, meet 
fellow Elks, and experience the fellowship and traditions that make our organization so special. 
     The weekend of July 17 and 18 brought another opportunity for fellowship. I joined four fellow Elks for a 
motorcycle trip to Ukiah and Lakeport. Our Northwest District Association Vice President, Rich Spickler, 
presented CHEA President Lynn Glick’s message to the Lodges we visited. On Saturday, July 18, our newly 
installed District Deputy, Alan Bobillot, was presented with his jewels. We were also introduced to his Grand 
Esquire, Sean-Louis Yurica, and his Auditor, Henry Geiger. It was a wonderful weekend of camaraderie, and the 
motorcycle ride through Humboldt and Mendocino counties provided some beautiful scenery along the way. 
These are the kinds of experiences that remind us that Elkdom is about much more than meetings. It is also about 
friendship, fellowship, and enjoying time together. 
     On Saturday, July 25, we held our second Karaoke Night, following the success of our first event after the 
125th Birthday Banquet in June. Added to the well-attended event was a Build Your Own Pizza opportunity, 
which proved to be very popular. We are hoping to make karaoke pizza a regular event at our Lodge, and we 
encourage our members to come out and support it. Bring your friends, enjoy some food and fellowship, and 
perhaps even get up and sing a song or two! 
     I know you have all received your Jamboree raffle tickets, and I hope you have purchased your tickets and 
returned the stubs and payment to the Lodge. The proceeds from this raffle help support activities throughout our 
district and are particularly important to our ritual teams as they work toward state and national competitions. Your 
support makes a difference. 
     The Northwest District Jamboree is coming up Aug. 14 and 15 in Lakeport, CA, and it promises to be a 
spectacular event. There will be food, fellowship, and a patio boat excursion on Clear Lake. I hope to see as many 
of our members as possible join our officers who will be attending. It is a 
great opportunity to get together outside the Lodge and enjoy some time 
with fellow Elks. 
     Our lodge continues to stay busy with our Wednesday and Friday 
dinners, and August will also bring several class reunions to add to our 
already active schedule. Additional events include the US Coast Guard 
Dinner on the Aug. 13 and BBQ Brisket fundraising dinner on Aug. 23. 
See the Herd Talk for more information. I encourage everyone to come 
out, support your Lodge, enjoy a meal, and take the opportunity to meet 
and get to know your fellow Lodge members. Thank you for your 
continued support of our Lodge. I look forward to seeing you soon at the 
Lodge. 
 
Fraternally, 
Patrick Gillmore 
Exalted Ruler, 2026–2027    rpgillmore@yahoo.com Vacaville ER Michelle Cleaver, Grand ER Tim 

Jaeger, First Lady Sandy Jaeger, Patrick Gillmore, 
Eureka #652 ER at GER’s Reception 
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Eureka Lodge #652          
Benevolent & ProtecƟve Order of Elks 
445 Herrick Avenue, Eureka, CA  95503 

707-442-6652 www.elks652.org 

ArƟcles & AdverƟsements 
herdtalkeditor@gmail.com = Pamela Cosel 

elksclerk652@gmail.com = Emily Vineyard-Morris 
www.facebook.com/ElksLodge652 

Lodge Officers 
Patrick Gillmore…….…….………..…Exalted Ruler 
Brian Smith……..…..…….….….…..Leading Knight 
Jerry Stewart……………….…………….Loyal Knight 
Chris Wilson.………………...…….Lecturing Knight 
Brad Smith…………..……….…......……….Secretary 
William Lambo.….…….…...…………......Treasurer 
Dana Harris….....………….…………………....Esquire 
Ann Schuler….....………...………………....Chaplain 
Nina Strang….…………….……………..Inner Guard 
Sumit Sen……….....……..………….……….……..Tiler 
TBD……..………………...….…………..……...Organist 

Board of Trustees 
Dennis Hunter………………..……...5-Year Trustee                                                       
James Olson...….……Chairman, 4-Year Trustee                                             
BreƩ Engel……………………….…....3-year Trustee 
ScoƩ Thomason..…..Secretary, 2-Year Trustee                                      
Barry Smith.………………….………..1-Year Trustee                                               
                   

House CommiƩee   
Brian Smith, Chair, Jan Belarde, Rena Forbes 
Debbie Stewart, Diane Viale, Jimia Chapman 
Linda West 

Lodge Office 
Benjamin George…………………………AccounƟng  
accounƟng@elks652.org                                                    
Emily Vineyard……...………………….…….…...Clerk                                                   
elksclerk652@gmail.com 
 

Lodge CommiƩees  

AudiƟng and AccounƟng = Chair-Sherie Bialous, 
Marta MarƟnez, Craige Bolton 
Events Coordinator = Emily Vineyard 
Drug Awareness, Veterans = Jack Harris 
Hoop Shoot  = Brian Smith 
Scholarship CommiƩee = Dale Stockly 
Public RelaƟons = William Lambo 

Membership and LapsaƟon = Patrick Gillmore 
Americanism= Jerry Stewart 
AcƟviƟes = TBD  

Fraternal = Chair Sherie Bialous, PER, Kurt Bialous, 
PER & Kathy Payne, PER 

Safety = BreƩ Engel 

Youth AcƟviƟes = Sherie Bialous, PER 

PER AssociaƟon = Dennis Hunter, President 

RV Park = Dan Rickman, host 

Redwood Roamers = Wagon Master Crystal  
Arbuthnot 

Bar Manager = Rena Forbes 
Assistant Bar Manager = Jan Belarde 
Kitchen Purchasing Agent = Monica Marinez 
 

01 Berman, Kenneth 
01 Moon, Clifford W 
01 Smith, Barry 
01 Springmeier,  Bill 
01 Townsend, Kaylee 
01 Zumwalt, Buck 
02 Arachi, Mali 
02 Barthel, Kurt 
02 Hulsey, Jacquelyn 
02 McDonald, Patrick 
02 Reed, Josh 
02 Steffen, Daniel 
03 Halverson, Bonnie 
04 Leach, Pamela 
03 McFarland, Howard W 
04 Buck, Landon 
04 Friedenbach, Gregory 
04 Nichols, Larry 
04 Redd, Sharon 
04 Thurston, Patrick 
05 Brandon, Larry 
05 Herdlick, Janet 
05 Walker, Randy 
06 Becker, Donna 
06 Branscomb, Janis 
06 Diloreto, Joseph B 
06 Jarboe, Chet 
06 Reeves, Larry 
06 Roach, Michael W 
06 Walden, Brad 
07 Bird, Gary M 
07 Hooven, Arthuer 
07 Ledbetter, Rod 
08 Black, Gina 
08 Caldwell, Allen 
08 Canepa, Ken 
08 Carbonneau, Pierre 
08 Gilmore, Frank 
08 Hicks, Billy Wayne 
08 Rodriguez, Steve 
09 Ashford, Susan 

09 Carr, Ellie 
09 Dokweiler, Dawn 
09 Jones, Ken 
09 Kruger, Theresa 
09 Maier, Sarah 
09 Ritter, Howard 
10 Imperiale, Peyton 
10 Suchanek, George 
10 Viale, Angela 
10 Whipperman, Peter A 
10 Ziegenbein, Ronald 
11 Casper, William (Bill) 
11 Nothem, Todd 
11 Smith, Julie 
12 Gomes, Donald A 
12 Prior, Paden 
12 Stratton, Steve 
12 Young, Greg 
13 Cole, Nola 
13 Thissell, Denny 
14 Barthman, Brian 
14 Bess, Thomas 
14 Davies-Hughes, Tami 
14 Edge, Dale A 
15 Boyd, Brenda 
15 Dorris, Dave 
15 Petrusha, Timothy V 
15 Thrash, Stan 
15 Winzler, John 
15 Zittel, Todd 
16 Neilsen, Jim R 
16 Reed, Amanda 
16 Reis, Joseph 
16 Vaudo, Marissa 
17 Harness, rRchard 
17 Liles, Terence 
17 Marchetti, Dan 
18 Bowen, Donald H 
18 De Modena, Annette 
18 Dulaney, Teresa 
18 Farley, Norman Scott 

19 Blunk, Charles 
19 Carter, Adam 
19 Sen, Sumit 
20 Breckner, Bruce 
20 Eberhardt, David 
20 Hicks, Scott 
20 Nyberg, Phil 
21 Eckenrode, Steven 
21 Householter, Joel 
22 Shamp, Steve 
22 Tollefson, Geraldine 
23 Collenberg, Toni 
23 Duncan, Michael 
24 Ledbetter, Gail 
24 Maxon, David Lee 
24 Olson, Rick 
24 Roberts, Rick 
24 Wilson, Ester 
25 Hendricks, Jewel 
25 Simoni, Shannon 
26 Bialous, Kurt J 
26 Blanc, Victor G 
26 Christiansen, Kenneth E 
26 Lake, Barbara S 
26 McCulloch, Mark 
26 VanderMolen, John 
27 Adams, Jon 
27 Carpenter, Michael 
27 Clevenger, Jeffery 
27 Walsh, Sandra 
28 Chase, Matt 
28 DeMartini, Eric 
28 Waldron, Keith 
28 Zeigler, Scott 
29 Dunlap, Robert 
30 Craighead, Dennis 
30 Heard, Bart 
30 Schnoerzinger, Melody 
30 Toste, Tina 
31 DeRuyter, Nick 

Welcome to our Newly IniƟated Members! 

New members who 
joined the lodge at 
the July 15 meeting.  

Pictured from left to 
right: Obi Albsharat, 
Samantha Day, 
Nicholas Moyle, 
Fannette Allman, Liz 
Link and Bill 
Coutauit. Thank them 
for joining our lodge 
and make them feel 
welcome! 
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Karaoke night was a big success! 

     Karaoke night was a big success! Members and 
guests came out to sing their favorite songs or simply 
cheer on and support their friends, creating a fun and 
welcoming atmosphere for everyone. If you haven’t 
attended Karaoke Night yet, you should definitely give 
it a try. It’s a great evening filled with laughter, music, 
and camaraderie. A special thank you goes to Debbie 
and Jerry for organizing the create-your-own pizza bar. 
The pizzas were absolutely delicious and added even 
more enjoyment to an already fantastic night. We look 
forward to seeing an even bigger crowd at the next 
Karaoke Night. Keep an eye on the Herd Talk Calendar 
for the next event. 

Shape Your Saturday Nights:  
Calling All Event Ideas! 

     Have you ever attended an event and thought, "Our 
Lodge would love this"? Now is your chance to make 
it happen!  

     The primary purpose of the House Committee is to 
oversee the social operations of our Lodge, ensuring 
our facilities are inviting, well-maintained, and—most 
importantly—the center of fun for our members. We 
want to program our Saturday nights with fresh, 
engaging, and unique events that draw a crowd without 
requiring a massive team of volunteers to run. 

     While our Friday night dinners with live music and 
dancing continue to be a massive success, we want our 
Saturdays to offer something completely different. We 
are looking for creative, low-effort, high-impact 
activities that members, guests, and prospective 
members can enjoy effortlessly. 

     Whether it’s a 
themed trivia night, a 
casual dart tournament, 
a craft beer or wine 
tasting, a laid-back 
acoustic patio session, 
or a game-day watch 
party, we want your 
input. Because our 
Saturday events will be 
run by a small crew of 
volunteers, we are 
specifically prioritizing 
ideas that are easy to organize but guaranteed to bring 
the crowd together. 

     Help us make our Lodge the premier destination in 
the area on Saturday nights! Take a moment to think 
about the kinds of monthly events that would bring you 
and your friends through our doors. 

     Please send your event suggestions, feedback, or 
interest in volunteering to the House Committee today. 
You can email them to me 
at kayaker.brian@sbcglobal.net or tell a committee 
member at the lodge. Committee members are listed in 
the Herd Talk. 
  
     We look forward to building a vibrant, member-
focused social calendar together! 

 
Brian M Smith, Leading Knight 
Eureka Elks Lodge #652 
House Committee Chair   (707) 407-5553 

Leading Knight 

Bruce Rupp, Robert Jordan, 
Robin Quigley, Mark 
Parris, Christine Crawforn, 
Samantha Foyster, Wendy 
Hendrickson, Crystal Lewis 

From Jim Olson -- chairman of the Board 
of Trustees  

     I want to thank everyone who helped 
with cleaning the storeroom behind the 
kitchen. It looks absolutely wonderful and 
the trustees are still working on finalizing 
the mortgage and the repair for the roof. 

THANK YOU ALL! 
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Dues and Member News 
 

     Those of you who have not paid your dues for 2026 
– 2027 need to do so now. The Lodge door is being 
tiled during member events. You will need to present 
your card to enter the Lodge, and without it, you can’t 
enter another Lodge. Those of you who did not pay 
your 2025 -2026 dues will need to reinstate. 
Reinstatement fee is $50 plus the prorated dues for the 
year. 
 
     We left last year (March 31) with 1,300 members. 
We had a lapsation of about 200 members. We have 
regained 31 of them, and I thank them for coming 
back into the Herd. Our current lapsation rate is about 
13 percent, which should drop over the next few 
months. FYI, our average age is 66 years old. It seems 
that retirement age is 
the standard.  
 
     Bring in 11 new 
members and you can 
receive an Elks watch. 
Jerry Stewart earned 
one last year. I’ve 
been told its coming in 

August. The ER will be presenting it to him during the 
last meeting in August. Jerry didn’t even need to use 
his many family member to get one. Thank you for all 
the effort.  
 
Other News 
 
    The Jamboree is 
coming up on August 15 
and 16 in Lakeport. You 
should have received 
tickets in the mail. Please 
buy one or more packets 
at $20 each. The money raised really benefits all of the 
District Lodges. Raffle and Auction on Saturday night.  
 
     I plan on asking the Exalted Ruler to appoint a 
committee consisting of the Administration, Trustees 
and House Committee to create or open up better 
communications in reviewing Club Operations. 
 
Respectfully, 
Brad Smith 
PDDGER, District Leader 
Lodge Secretary  

Secretary’s Corner 
A
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Loyal Knight 

     As we come to the end of July, I would like to thank 
everyone who has come by our table in the lobby and 
purchased tickets for the Blackstone griddle. We were 
successful in reaching our goal. We will pick the 
winning ticket after dinner on Friday, July 31 and will 
announce the winner in the next Herd Talk. 
Congratulations and we hope you enjoy it! 

     July was our second “Banana Hut” inspired dinner. 
Thank you to everyone who came out and enjoyed 
dinner. We, Debbie and the Knuckleheads, enjoy 
bringing a taste of Hawaii back to Humboldt and we 
could possibly do it again. 

     Looking to August, we have a new fundraiser. 
We are excited to announce this time around we are 
raffling off a full-size Traeger Pro Series 34 Wood 
Pellet Grill/Smoker with the Bronze top. We plan to 
include a bag of pellets to get the winner started. 

     We also received a very generous donation of two 
Tri-tip roasts and two packages of Brat-style sausages 
from Ferndale Meat Co. Our plan is to do the drawing 
for this after dinner on Friday, September 4. The 
winner will have it just in time for the Labor Day 
weekend, a popular BBQ weekend. We will be selling 
tickets before every Wednesday and Friday dinners 
until the drawing. Tickets are $10 each or five tickets 
for $40. We will have the Traeger set up for everyone 
to look at each night we are there. Come by and check 
it out. 

     Our Second Annual Texas Brisket Dinner held 
on Sunday, August 23. We will serve slow smoked 
brisket (with the help of Alan Bobillot), BBQ baked 
beans, corn on the cob, and coleslaw. I’m sure there 

will be a delicious dessert with having Debbie in the 
kitchen. The proceeds from this dinner will be split 
between Major Project (Purple Pig) and ENF. Both the 
Leading Knight and I are 
putting together baskets to 
auction off for our 
respective charities. Cost 
for dinner is $30 and 
prepayment is required. 
Please call Emily at (707) 
442-6652 to make your 
reservations and make 
payment no later than 
Thursday, August 20. It is 
sure to be a fun night! 

     Looking forward, there are two events coming 
up in October to be aware of. The Elks Fun Run 
“Poker Run” is Saturday, October 3. The riders will 
start at the lodge, head south, and end back at the 
lodge. We will serve BBQ burgers with sides and 
conduct a raffle. 

     The other event is Oktoberfest on Saturday, 
October 10. We will serve traditional German food, 
have a costume contest, and a raffle. Don your 
Lederhosen or Dirndl and come out for a fun evening. 
More information on both these events will be in next 
month’s Herd Talk. 

     I want to thank everyone for all the support, and I 
hope to see you at the lodge. 

Jerry Stewart 
Loyal Knight                                                                                                                 
knucklehead652@gmail.com 

     One of the things that makes our 
lodge special is the friendships we 
build and the time we spend together, 
our billiards room has been a backdrop 
for years of laughter, friendly 
competition, and plenty of stories 
shared together.  We’d love to see it 
become a gathering place again. 

     While new billiard tables are part of 
our long-term vision, that day is still a 

few years away. In the meantime, we’d 
like to give our current tables a little 
TLC by having them professionally re-
felted and general repairs completed so 
members can continue to enjoy them. 

     As with so many things at our 
Lodge, our greatest resource is our Ek 
family. If you know of a reputable 
billiards table repair or have a contact 
of who might be able to help. We truly 

appreciate hearing from you 

     Together, we can keep this 
cherished part of our Lodge alive with 
current members and for future 
generations of Elks.  

     Until then… Chalk your cues, bring 
a friend and let’s keep the tradition 
rolling. We look forward to seeing you 
in the billiards room soon. 
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     Ahhh, August. The signaling 
of the end of summer. The end of 
the Dog Days of summer. I’ve 
always wondered where that term 
came from. As with many ancient 
cultures, the Romans used the 
relationship between the sun and 
stars to define exact periods of 
time. Between July 3 through 
August 11, Sirius, the Dog Star 
(not XM radio) rose at the same 
time as the sun. (Holiday Insights) 
     So while August means 
gradually shorter days of sunshine 
and students returning back to 
school, there’s still plenty to 

celebrate. 
     Friday, August 7 is 
International Beer Day, so we 
will be offering all beers for $1 
off.  Bear in mind that since it falls 
on a Friday, there will be $1 
upcharge after 6 p.m. 
     Every Friday night in August 
will be great music nights: Almost 
Dangerous, Jim Lahman Band, 
Disturbing The Peace, then 
finishing it off with Nighthawk. 
Come on out and bust a move. 

See you at the Lodge! 

From your Bartender Staff 

     Our July outing took us to beautiful Kimball Creek 
RV Resort near Gold Beach, nestled along the scenic 
Rogue River. With nine rigs and 19 people, it was the 
perfect setting to reconnect with friends, enjoy the great 
outdoors, and make new memories. By all accounts the 
ride on the Jet Boats on Thursday was the highlight of 
the trip.  
     There was also a Washer Toss Tournament, which 
was won by the Rod Ledbetter and Theresa McCormick 
Team. They took home the Bigfoot Trophy! There was a 
Potluck Dinner and on two evenings, we also had 
tastings of participants’ favorite libations. Such a great 
time was had by all, that everyone reserved space at the 
Resort for next July. This outing was hosted by the 
McCormicks and the Thomasons.  
 
     While the Wagon Master wasn’t able to attend the 
July outing, I was able to enjoy an earlier trip just down 
the road at Turtle Rock RV Resort during the Fourth of 
July weekend. For the first time in quite a while, all of 
our children and grandchildren were together for the 
holiday. The weekend was filled with beach walks, 
campfires, games, wonderful meals, and plenty of 
laughter.  
     We wrapped up Independence Day watching Gold 
Beach's spectacular fireworks display light up the night 
sky. It was a beautiful celebration of our nation's 
birthday and the perfect ending to an unforgettable 
family vacation. Sometimes the best adventures aren't 
measured by miles traveled, but by the people who share 
the journey.  

Looking Down the Road  
 
     The camping 
season is far from 
over! We still have 
several exciting 
rallies planned. 
August – Ancient 
Redwoods 
September – 
Klamath  
October – Piercy 
(Cooks Valley) 
November – 
Benbow  
December – 
Brookings, Oregon  
 
     Every rally is another opportunity to explore new 
places, create lasting memories, and strengthen the 
friendships that make the Redwood Roamers such a 
special group. Whether you're joining us for your first 
rally or your fiftieth, there's always a place for you 
around the campfire. Until we 
meet again, travel safely.  
 
Happy Camping!  
 
Crystal Arbuthnot 
Wagon Master 
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     Linda West and Cooper (Antler) will hold 
Antler gatherings the last Wednesday of each 
month at 4:00 p.m. Meetings are located in the 
back corner of the Lodge.  Parents, grandparents 
are welcome to see what we do for our Lodge and 
how this youth program is beginning. Our age 
group is for young people ages 9 to 12 years old.   

     Projects our Antlers are participating in: 
stuffing backpacks, helping at the September Car 
Show, and more.   

     For questions and information reach out to 
Patrick, Brian, Linda or Sherie, our Youth 
Activities chair. 

     We have an exciting donation to share at our 
next gathering....it has to do with Music..! 
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     "So long as there are veterans, the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 

will never forget them.” 

     The Lodge’s All Veterans Memorial established by 
the Past Exalted Rulers to honor veterans who have 
served our nation continues to grow with the addition 
of ten new bricks added in June, with an additional 
order of seventeen submitted in July. For a donation of 
$30 the Veteran’s name, rank and branch of service is 
engraved on a brick that will be placed on the 
memorial.   

     In addition to the outside memorial, for a donation 
of $100 or more, the Veteran’s name will be placed on 
a redwood burl plaque that is on display in the lodge. 
If you are considering honoring a family member or a 
close friend who served in the military or Merchant 
Marines by adding a brick to the wall in their name, 
please pick up an order form at the Lodge or contact 
the Lodge Secretary at elksclerk652@gmail.com or 
707-442-6652, ext. 101 and one will be sent to you.  

     Preceding the lodge’s Flag Day celebration on June 
13, 2026, the Veterans Committee presented a check 
for $1,000 to the Mad River Community Veterans 
Honor Guard. The Veterans Honor Guard, on request, 

will serve at funerals for veterans, present the flag 
folding ceremony and with a gun salute. They also 
participate in other ceremonies that honor veterans. 
This $1,000 donation will help with travel expenses, 
lodging, meals and uniforms.   

     The number of Welcome Home Kits issued by the 
committee continues to grow. It is a program offered 
through National Elks Veterans Service Commission 
(ENVSC), made up of an array of home supplies 
provided to veterans moving into new homes after a 
period of homelessness, to help them with day-to-day 
living. Three additional kits were distributed by the 
committee during June/mid-July to bring the total of 
kits issued to date at twenty-one. 

     Veterans Committee meetings are being held at 
the lodge on the second Monday of the month, 5:30 
p.m. Our next meeting is August 10, 2026. We 
encourage you to join us. One does not have to be a 
veteran to serve on the committee.      

Please contact Jack Harris at 
jacknlou71@sbcglobal.net  or 775-722-1778 for more 
information.  

Jack Harris                                                                                                                  
Drug Awareness Program Chairman                                                                                              

     Thank you to all who purchased fireworks from our booth, we made 
roughly about five percent more this year than last year.  

     I would especially like to thank Jerry Stewart and the men who helped with 
the putting up and taking down of the booth. Thank you to Joe Strang for 
painting the booth and also to Don’s Rental. Special thanks to the volunteers in 
the booth who helped sell fireworks and kept me company: Brian Smith, Nina 
Strang, Bob Holt, Tom Gill, Sherie and Kurt Bialous, Dennis Hunter, Dot Jager, 
Charlie Blunk and Shawn Doebel. 

     Thank you again to all who came out and purchased fireworks from the Elks 
Lodge, as all the monies we raised goes right back into our community for our 
kids. Thank you from the bottom of my heart. God Bless!!! 

Fraternally, 
 
Marta Martinez, PER 
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WIN $200 

Each Regular MeeƟng has an 
aƩendance drawing where 
two members are randomly 
drawn by computer. Each 
winner receives $200.00 if 
they are present.  

DATED MATERIAL 
August 2026 


