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     May started off on a wonderful note with our annual Mother’s Day Ceremony and the presentation of 
our 2026 Mother of the Year Award to Agatha Nodr, owner of CalCourts and a longtime friend of mine. It 
was a well-deserved honor, and we were proud to recognize her contributions and support of our 
community. 
 
     The following week, Leading Knight Brian Smith and I 
traveled to Palm Springs for the annual California-Hawaii Elks 
Association Convention. After bidding farewell to 2025 
Association President Scott Stephens, we welcomed Lynn Glick 
in the historic election of the first female president of our state 
association. Her AVPs—whom she refers to as her “Educators,” 
reflecting her career as a teacher—will be spreading her message 
throughout the state under the slogan “ABCs – Action Builds 
Community.” We are looking forward to a wonderful and 
productive year under her leadership. 
 
     The highlight of the weekend for me was having the honor of 
walking across the stage and presenting our Lodge’s donation 
to Major Projects (Purple Pig) for the past year in the amount 
of $15,037.50. This accomplishment reflects the generosity and 
dedication of our members, and I thank everyone who 
contributed to this outstanding effort. Overall, the convention 
was a great success, filled with informative seminars, fellowship, 
and time spent bonding with fellow Elks from throughout the 
state of California. 
 
     We closed out May with a visit from our new AVP, Rich Spickler, on Friday, May 29. During his visit, he 
shared President Lynn Glick’s message for the coming year, reviewed our lodge operations and committee 
activities, and spent an enjoyable evening with our members. 
 
     June begins with a bang as we celebrate our Lodge’s 125th Birthday during the weekend of June 5, 6, 
and 7. Festivities will include a Friday night cook-your-own steak dinner, a Saturday evening banquet, and 
a Sunday Open House showcasing our Lodge and its activities to the public. This is a historic milestone for our 
lodge, and I encourage everyone to take part in the celebration. 
 
     Things do not slow down, as the following Saturday, June 13, we will celebrate Flag Day, organized each 
year by our Treasurer, William Lambo. This ceremony is open to the public, and we are honored to be joined by 
many organizations from throughout the community as we celebrate this patriotic occasion. 
Please be sure to check your calendar for everything happening at the Lodge during the month ahead. As always, I 
look forward to seeing you at the Lodge. 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Patrick Gillmore 
Exalted Ruler, 2026–2027 
rpgillmore@yahoo.com 

LeŌ to Right: Teri Silvers (daughter), Mother of the 
Year Agatha Nord, Lodge Exalted Ruler Pat Gilllmore 
(see Page 4 for informaƟon about Agatha Nord) 
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Eureka Lodge #652 
Benevolent & ProtecƟve Order of Elks 
445 Herrick Avenue, Eureka, CA  95503 

707-442-6652 www.elks652.org

ArƟcles & AdverƟsements
herdtalkeditor@gmail.com = Pamela Cosel 

elksclerk652@gmail.com = Emily Vineyard-Morris 
www.facebook.com/ElksLodge652 

Lodge Officers 
Patrick Gillmore…….…….………..…Exalted Ruler 
Brian Smith……..…..…….….….…..Leading Knight 
Jerry Stewart……………….…………….Loyal Knight 
Chris Wilson.………………...…….Lecturing Knight 
Brad Smith…………..……….…......……….Secretary 
William Lambo.….…….…...…………......Treasurer 
Dana Harris….....………….…………………....Esquire 
Angela Toland....………...………………....Chaplain 
Nina Strang….…………….……………..Inner Guard 
Sumit Sen……….....……..………….……….……..Tiler 
TBD……..………………...….…………..……...Organist 

Board of Trustees 
Dennis Hunter…...5-Year Trustee & Chairman                                           
James Olson..…….……………….....4-Year Trustee                                 
BreƩ Engel………....3-year Trustee & Secretary                              
ScoƩ Thomason..…..……….….....2-Year Trustee 
Barry Smith.…………………………..1-Year Trustee                                  

House CommiƩee   
Brian Smith, Chair, Jan Belarde, Rena Forbes 
Debbie Stewart, Diane Viale, Jimia Chapman 
Lori Fitzgerald        

Lodge Office 
Angela Toland…..…………………………AccounƟng 
accounƟng@elks652.org   
Emily Vineyard……...………………….…….…...Clerk                                       
elksclerk652@gmail.com 

Lodge CommiƩees 

AudiƟng and AccounƟng = Chair-Dennis Hunter, 
Sherie Bialous, Marta MarƟnez, Ernie Nunes  
Events Coordinator = Emily Vineyard 
Drug Awareness, Veterans = Jack Harris 
Hoop Shoot  = Brian Smith 
Scholarship CommiƩee = Dale Stockly 
Public RelaƟons = William Lambo 

Membership and LapsaƟon = Patrick Gillmore 
Americanism= Jerry Stewart 
AcƟviƟes = TBD  

Fraternal = Chair Sherie Bialous, PER, Kurt Bialous, 
PER & Kathy Payne, PER 

Safety = BreƩ Engel 

Youth AcƟviƟes = Sherie Bialous, PER 

PER AssociaƟon = Dennis Hunter, President 

RV Park = Dan Rickman, host 

Redwood Roamers = Wagon Master Crystal 
Arbuthnot 

Bar Manager = Rena Forbes 
Assistant Bar Manager = Jan Belarde 
Kitchen Purchasing Agent = Monica Marinez 

01 Goodale, Jr, James 
01 Ricci, Rob 
02 Cmich, Jerry 
02 Davey, Allisha 
02 Diaz, Hector 
02 Forbes, Keith 
02 McDonald, Ross 
02 Sosinski, Stephan J 
02 West, Joyce 
03 Legg, Rob 
03 Jones, Lynn 
03 McCollister, Laurinda 
03 Wilson, Wayne O 
04 Barthman, Randal 
04 Boughton, Joel W 
05 Crossan, Thomas B 
05 Hubbard Jr, Dale D 
05 Jager, Frank 
05 Lende, Kent 
05 Milsen, Blake 
05 Socha, Christopher 
05 Sutton, Joseph 
06 Hayler, Nathan 
06 Tully, Darren 
07 Fridley, Richard 
07 Gerstacker, Elisabeth 
07 Goodner, Jennifer 
08 Creech, Jill 
08 Hall, Jimmy 
08 Hutchison, Richard 
08 Mayberry, Craig A 
08 Setterlund, Steve 
09 Bailey, Lacie 
09 Heuer, Charles 
09 Pollace, Sal 
09 Poole, Ann 
09 Spellenberg, Louie 
09 Wahlund, Mock 
10 Barnette, Roy 
10 Cameron, Michael 

10 Pearce, Jason 
10 Ross, Jim 
10 Crivello, Robert 
12 Grundhofer, Kevin 
12 Haig, Laura 
12 Miller, Jonnie 
12 Wolf, Kenneth 
13 Meyer, Jeff 
13 Reed, Elaine 
13 Schmidt, Janice 
14 Finch, Ryan 
14 Jenkins, Kevin M 
14 Kiewel, Laura Joy 
14 Moulton, Mic 
14 Randolph, Jennie 
15 Da Silva, Albert 
15 Eanni,  Anne Carlisle 
16 GrifÞth, Karen 
16 Hill, Gregory 
16 Lair, Kathleen 
16 Smithler, Nicholas 
17 Gibney, Steven P 
17 Greene, Cole 
17 Jordan, Robert 
17 Moore, Jack E 
17 Thulein, Bruce 
18 Bartley, Robert F 
18 Foley, Robb 
18 Simon, Rachael 
18 Swinnock, Gary 
19 Brown, Raymond 
19 Davis, Dan 
22 Niekrasz, Greg A 
19 DeLoma, Barbara 
19 Ruggeri, Tony 
21 Ayers, Timothy 
21 Bialous, Sheria A 
21 Chew, Sing 
21 Bialous, Sherie A 
21 Echeveria, Doris 

21 Farley, Ann 
21 Ray, Kathi 
22 Ameson, Jeffrey 
22 Dennon, Robert 
22 Dunaway, Michael 
22 Johnson, Steven 
22 Parker, Diane 
22 Rupp, J Bruce 
22 Webb, Alene 
23 Bearden, Shelia 
23 Cervantes, Rafael 
23 Giannini Jr, Ralph 
23 Giori, Wayne 
23 Terris, Stan 
24 Adams, Robert B 
24 Jones, Mike 
24 Cunz, Richard 
24 Pulitani, Ron 
24 Smith, Jane 
25 Walund, Michael 
26 Flaherty, Crystal 
26 Karjola, Leon A 
26 Vernig, Tim 
27 Batini, Charley 
27 Carroll, Natalie 
27 Esten, Michael 
27 Koskinen, Karen 
27 McLaughlin, Leonard 
27 McPartland, Charles M 
27 Owsley, Suzanne 
29 Colson, Dale 
29 Lucas, Kyle 
29 Richards, Michael J 
29 Stephens, Tammy 
30 Goade, Gary 
30 Kljsriopas, Opas 
30 Klassen, Tim 
30 Sjolund, James 
30 Sterling, James 

Welcome to our Newly IniƟated Members! 

(From left to right) 

Tammy Davis, Fred 
Schreiber, Gina 

Wright  
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Dear Members:  

     Our time at the California-Hawaii Elks 
Association convention in Palm Springs was 
inspiring and encouraging. We learned more about 
Elkdom, shared ideas to strengthen our lodges, and 
celebrated the swearing in of our new state association 
officers, including Lynn Glick, our first female State 
Association President. It was a meaningful reminder 
that when Elks come together with a shared purpose, 
we return home energized and ready to serve. 

     At the heart of the convention—and at the heart of 
who we are as Elks—stands the California-Hawaii Elks 
Association Major Project, often known through its 
fundraising symbol, the Purple Pig. Since 1950, the 
Major Project has been devoted to addressing the 
unmet needs of children with disabilities throughout 
California and Hawaii by providing supportive services 
at no cost to families and without discrimination.       

     Through the generous support of Elks and friends, 
the program funds professional occupational therapists, 
physical therapists, speech-language pathologists, and 
preschool vision screeners who serve children when 
other resources may not be available. This work 
changes lives in practical, lasting ways: helping 
children walk, talk, see, play, and gain greater 
independence, while giving families hope and support 
when they need it most. 

     Imagine a child born with a condition that makes 
the ordinary tasks of childhood far more difficult than 
they should be. For that family, the emotional strain 
can be matched by the cost of medical care, therapy, 
and the daily challenges of providing the support their 
child needs. Now imagine the difference when the Elks 

Major Project steps in with physical, occupational, or 
speech therapy at no cost to the family. That care can 
help a child build strength, coordination, confidence, 
and independence — 
opening the door to a 
fuller life and the 
opportunity to grow 
into a capable, 
productive and 
independent member 
of society. This is the 
kind of hope your 
support makes 
possible. 

     As we reflect on an 
uplifting convention in 
Palm Springs, we are reminded that our greatest 
strength is not only in our fellowship, but in our 
willingness to serve. The best way to honor that 
inspiration is to continue supporting the Major Project 
in every way we can. Please drop your change into the 
Purple Piggybanks around the lodge, take one home 
and fill it with your spare change, and participate in 
fundraisers that help this life-changing program 
continue its work. Every contribution, large or small, 
helps children and families receive the care, 
encouragement, and opportunities they deserve. That is 
Elkdom in action, and it is a mission worthy of all our 
hearts. 

      
Stay connected, 
 
Brian M Smith, Leading Knight 
Eureka Elks Lodge #652 

Leading Knight 

Thank You  
To the 41 donors who participated in the 

7th Annual Blood Drive held May 6. Sixteen 
of those donors were Elks or family 

members. A special thanks to Dot Wentworth 
for manning the blood mobile to greet and 
thank those 10 donors. Every unit donated 

can help save up to three lives. 
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ALL MEMBERS SHOULD HAVE PAID THEIR 
ANNUAL DUES BEFORE NOW.  

     The grace period ended May 31. After that date 
members will need to reinstate for $50 and the 
prorated dues, which will be $196 per year. I had to 
drop 107 members, who had not paid their dues for 
2024-2025. Some of them have come back and paid 
during the grace period. We ended the year with 1,312 
paid members. About 200 of you have not paid your 
dues. We are still the #1 Elks Lodge in the District.  

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS 

     The building’s mortgage currently at Coast Central 
Credit Union is due  the middle of June. We had a 15-
year loan that was amortized at 30 years. That means 
we made payments as if the loan was a 30-year loan; 
however, the loan was for only 15 years. The 
consequence is that we now need to refinance. We had 
three banking institutions bid on the refinance. The 
Lodge Boad of Trustees concluded that the best for the 
Lodge was Redwood Capital Bank. The Lodge 
Treasurer and Lodge Secretary concur.  
     The proposal by Redwood Capital Bank was 
presented on the Floor of the Lodge on May 20.  

     The Lodge Floor accepted their proposal by a 
unanimous vote of those present. A building 
Application will be completed and filed with Grand 
Lodge. This article is proper notice that a final vote 
for Floor approval of the refinanced loan will take 
place on June 17, 2026. 

OTHER NEWS 

     We have been cleaning up the area around the 
Lodge, power washing the deck, and basically getting 
ready for summer. There are two projects coming up. 
One is painting and the other is roofing. These are 
necessary maintenance projects. The refinance will 
cover those costs. The roofing has been covered in 
past discussions and voting as indicated in the 
minutes. The painting will be the next large 
maintenance project put 
before the Trustees and the 
Lodge Floor.  

Brad Smith 
PDDGER, District Leader 
Lodge Secretary  

Secretary’s Corner 

     Eureka Elks Lodge No. 652 held its annual 
Mother's Day program. This year's honoree was 
Agatha Nord.  
     Her journey began in the world of education. After 
graduating from college, she stepped into the 
classroom as a teacher, a role that honed her natural 
ability to guide and inspire. For the four Nord 
children, she wasn't just a mom, she was a fixture of 
their upbringing and the backbone of their 
extracurricular lives. She took field trips, was a 
classroom volunteer, youth leadership, serving as a 
campfire leader and Cub Scout mentor and the "Team 
Mom", the Nord household became a hub for local 
high school athletes.   
     In the 1970s, she and her husband Larry purchased 
Cal Courts. While many see it as a fitness center, for 
her, it has always been a people center and she's still 
active in the business today. Even as her own children 
have grown, her commitment to Eureka hasn't 
wavered. She remains a vital force in Humboldt 
sponsors, continuing her work to raise funds for local 
youth.        Congratulations, Agatha Nord! 

Mothers Day Honoree (contd. From Page 1) 
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     April brought the Redwood Roamers to beautiful 
Pismo Beach with Trail Blazers Rod and Gail 
Ledbetter leading the way. While only four rigs 
attended, the smaller group made for a relaxed and 
enjoyable getaway filled with good company and 
coastal fun. 
     In May, the Roamers headed to Calistoga RV Park 
for a Mothers Day weekend adventure hosted by 
Trail Blazers Dan and Crystal Arbuthnot and Greasers 
Hank and Mitzi Beck. Although nearly 14 rigs were 
originally signed up, cancellations left the group with 
four rigs — and plenty of opportunity for 
meaningful conversations and shared memories. 
     The weekend kicked off Friday evening with 
appetizers and fellowship. Saturday was packed with 
adventure, beginning with a visit to the Calistoga 
Geyser, which conveniently erupted within 20 
minutes of the group’s arrival. From there, the Roamers 
traveled to the Petrified Forest, where everyone 
enjoyed a charcuterie lunch followed by an informative 
guided tour. 
     The day wrapped up with a delicious BBQ tri-tip 
potluck dinner. Though the group missed the 
couples who were unable to attend, the smaller 
gathering created time to connect more personally 
and learn about each other’s family histories and 
travels. 
     Sunday morning saw half the group heading home, 
while the remaining Roamers enjoyed a special 
Mother’s Day brunch at a local inn before strolling 
through the charming town of Calistoga. The final 
travelers returned home Monday after a memorable 
weekend full of laughter, friendship, and fun. 
     Next on the calendar are adventures to Newport and 
Sisters, Oregon, along with the Peddlers Fair in 
Lewiston. 
     Stay tuned for more adventures...and until then, 
Happy Trails! 

Crystal Arbuthnot, Wagon Master 
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Eureka Elks Lodge No. 652 

Will Present its Annual  

Flag Day Ceremony 

Saturday, June 13, 2026 at 12 noon 

This is a wonderful patriotic event to celebrate the history of our 

nation’s flag from the earliest “Pine Tree” flag to our current 

“Stars and Stripes.” 

Eureka Elks Lodge is proud to invite 

the following organization to participate in this ceremony: 

· Eureka Emblem Club No. 298

· Boy Scout Troop No. 54

· Boy Scott Troop No. 27

· International Order of Jobs Daughters Bethel No. 86

· Mad River Community Veterans Honor Guard

· Eureka Commandry No. 35, Knights Templar

Members, family and friends are invited. 

Hosted lunch of hot dogs will be served after the ceremony. 

     Welcome Summer! Happy Father’s Day to all of the Dads out there! If your Dad was or is like mine, he 
had his Dadisms and I find myself using them regularly. And if your Dad was or is like mine, most of those are 
not appropriate for public printing! Take a minute to think about them and hopefully it will put a smile on your 
face. 
     Bartender Chris fared well on his bike ride in honor of Fallen Peace Officers. He was very grateful for those 
who donated to help him on the journey. 
     A reminder to those parents who bring their children to the Elks: We love having you and your family 
in the Elk’s, however, there are a few issues that need to be addressed. 

1) Per the ABC, children are NOT allowed to sit at the bar. We could lose our Liquor License.
2) Children are allowed on the dance floor with parental supervision on Friday nights until 9 p.m. For safety

reasons, please ensure that your child is not running, rolling, sliding or swinging each other around on the 
dance floor. We enjoy having kids here; we just want to ensure the safety of all of our patrons, young and old. 

 Cheers to long summer nights, vacations and rejuvenating!                       From your Bartender Staff 
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Eric Smith, Mike 
Renner, Steve Wolff, 
Michale Dearden, 
Milton Abbott, John 
Dunn, Katherine 
Clague, and Jerry 
Cotten. 

"So long as there are veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will never forget them.” 

     For the 21st year, the North Coast Veterans 
Stand Down will be holding its three-day event at 
the Humboldt County Fairgrounds in Ferndale, 
September 24, 25 & 26. The three-day event provides 
veterans and their families with hot meals, clothing, 
medical and dental care, legal assistance, and 
overnight accommodation along with pet-friendly 
transportation. 
     Members of our lodge provide aid to the Stand 
Down in multiple ways, including setup and teardown 
of the event, supervising the distribution of clothing 
and personal care items to attendees, along with 
financial support funded through an Elks National 
Foundation (ENF) Freedom Grant.  
     Lodge member Ann Poole and co-chair Bev 
Olson coordinate the lodge sponsored Stand Down 
Clothing and Small Goods Store. The ladies work 
year-round collecting donated items for the Stand 
Down. Donations include new and used clothing, 
winter coats, rain gear, sleeping bags, tents and shoes 
including vouchers for the purchase of a new pair from 
a local business. 
     Donations:  For members who wish to donate 
items for the Stand Down there is a collection barrel in 

the closet just off the lobby at the lodge for your 
convenience to drop off any offerings. Items they are 
short each year include wallets, belts and suspenders 
and wool-blend hiking socks. The veterans prefer wool 
socks as they keep their feet warmer and dryer during 
our cold, wet winters.  
     All are more than welcome to come and volunteer 
for the whole event, one day or just a few hours. Ann 
and Bev appreciate any help that comes their way, as 
they are constantly rearranging clothing along with 
assisting any veterans that need help. For more 
information about the Clothing Store or Stand Down 
call: Ann Poole 707-444-3083. 
     Committee meetings are held at the lodge on the 
2nd Monday of the month, 5:30 p.m. We encourage 
you to join us. One does not have to be a veteran to 
serve on the committee.  
     Please contact Veterans 
Committee Chair Jack 
Harris for more information, 
775-722-1778 or email:
jacknlou71@sbcglobal.net.

The Fireworks Booth will be open 
June 28—July 4! 

All proceeds go to youth activities. 

The booth will be located in the up-
per parking lot of the Lodge. 

If you would like to work the booth, 
there is a sign-up sheet at the end of 
the bar. Shifts are 2 hours, and if you 

want to work 4 hours — great! 

We will need 2-3 people per shift. 

Thank you in advance! 

Remember:   

All proceeds go to youth activities! 
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Eureka Elks Lodge No. 652 
Benevolent and ProtecƟve Order of Elks 
445 Herrick Avenue 
Eureka, CA 95503 
 

Electronic Service Requested 

WIN $200 

Each Regular MeeƟng has an 
aƩendance drawing where 
two members are randomly 
drawn by computer. Each 
winner receives $200.00 if 
they are present.  

DATED MATERIAL 
June 2026 


