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     June again was a busy and exciting month at the Lodge, beginning with the celebration 
of our 125th Birthday. Many members joined us for this historic occasion and were treated 
to a special video message from CHEA President Lynn Glick. The Saturday evening 
banquet was attended by more than 140 members and guests, who enjoyed a fantastic 
dinner prepared by Debbie Stewart and her crew. 
 
     Following the banquet, we were entertained by a karaoke show hosted by Jade and 
Jason Butcher from the Crescent City Lodge. The evening was enjoyed by all, and we look 
forward to making karaoke a more regular part of our lodge entertainment schedule in the 
future. 
 
     The following weekend, on June 13, our annual Flag Day Ritual was conducted under the direction of 
Treasurer Bill Lambo. Participating in the ceremony were Lodge Officers, Emblem Club members, Jobe's 
Daughters, the Knights Templar, and the Mad River Honor Guard. A special thanks to Past DDGER Dennis 
Hunter and PER Scott Reinsmith for their contributions to the program.  As always, it was a patriotic and solemn 
event that reminds us of the principles and freedoms represented by our nation's flag. Following the ceremony, 
members and guests were treated to hot dogs and chips. Later in the afternoon our local Boy Scout troops 
conducted a respectful flag retirement ceremony. 
 
     Beginning June 28 and continuing through July 4, our Lodge fireworks booth will be open in the upper parking 
lot. We encourage everyone to let their friends and neighbors know that we have the best prices in town. This 
fundraiser is an important source of revenue for our Lodge’s Youth Activities Programs. There is a sign-up sheet 
located at the end of the bar for members willing to work two-hour shifts. It is a great opportunity to meet fellow 
members and interact with the public while supporting the Lodge. 
 
     Looking ahead, the Northwest District Jamboree is coming up in August. Members should also be watching 
their mailboxes, as tickets for the annual Jamboree Raffle will be sent out soon. We ask each member to purchase 
or sell their $20 book of tickets and return the stubs to the lodge as soon as possible. If you would like additional 

books, please contact the office clerk. 
 
     On July 3, I will be traveling to Chicago to 
attend the Grand Lodge Convention. I look 
forward to bringing back information and 
updates to share with the membership at our 
next Lodge Meeting. 
 
     As we celebrate Independence Day, I would 
like to wish everyone a safe and happy Fourth 
of July. Thank you for your continued support 
of our Lodge and its programs. I look forward 
to seeing you all soon at the Lodge. 
 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Patrick Gillmore 
Exalted Ruler, 2026–2027 
rpgillmore@yahoo.com 

Happy 250th 

Birthday! 
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Eureka Lodge #652 
Benevolent & ProtecƟve Order of Elks 
445 Herrick Avenue, Eureka, CA  95503 

707-442-6652 www.elks652.org

ArƟcles & AdverƟsements
herdtalkeditor@gmail.com = Pamela Cosel 

elksclerk652@gmail.com = Emily Vineyard-Morris 
www.facebook.com/ElksLodge652 

Lodge Officers 
Patrick Gillmore…….…….………..…Exalted Ruler 
Brian Smith……..…..…….….….…..Leading Knight 
Jerry Stewart……………….…………….Loyal Knight 
Chris Wilson.………………...…….Lecturing Knight 
Brad Smith…………..……….…......……….Secretary 
William Lambo.….…….…...…………......Treasurer 
Dana Harris….....………….…………………....Esquire 
Ann Schuler...………...………………....Chaplain 
Nina Strang….…………….……………..Inner Guard 
Sumit Sen……….....……..………….……….……..Tiler 
TBD……..………………...….…………..……...Organist 

Board of Trustees 
Dennis Hunter…...5-Year Trustee & Chairman                                           
James Olson..…….……………….....4-Year Trustee                                 
BreƩ Engel………....3-year Trustee & Secretary                              
ScoƩ Thomason..…..……….….....2-Year Trustee 
Barry Smith.…………………………..1-Year Trustee                                  

House CommiƩee   
Brian Smith, Chair, Jan Belarde, Rena Forbes 
Debbie Stewart, Diane Viale, Jimia Chapman 
Linda West 

Lodge Office 
…..…………………………AccounƟng 
accounƟng@elks652.org   
Emily Vineyard……...………………….…….…...Clerk                                       
elksclerk652@gmail.com 

Lodge CommiƩees 

AudiƟng and AccounƟng = Chair-Sherie Bialous, 
Marta MarƟnez, Craige Bolton 
Events Coordinator = Emily Vineyard 
Drug Awareness, Veterans = Jack Harris 
Hoop Shoot  = Brian Smith 
Scholarship CommiƩee = Dale Stockly 
Public RelaƟons = William Lambo 

Membership and LapsaƟon = Patrick Gillmore 
Americanism= Chris Wilson
AcƟviƟes = TBD  

Fraternal = Chair Sherie Bialous, PER, Kurt Bialous, 
PER & Kathy Payne, PER 

Safety = BreƩ Engel 

Youth AcƟviƟes = Sherie Bialous, PER 

PER AssociaƟon = Barry Smith, President 

RV Park = Dan Rickman, host 

Redwood Roamers = Wagon Master Crystal 
Arbuthnot 

Bar Manager = Rena Forbes 
Assistant Bar Manager = Jan Belarde 
Kitchen Purchasing Agent = Monica Marinez 

01 Gillmore, R. Patrick 
01 Heidweiller, Rene 
01 Hubbard, Brandon 
01 Parris, Mark 
01 Said, Evan 
01 Sohrakoff, Wayne 
01 Vonglakhone, Stephanie 
02 Boyd, James A 
02 Goodman, Bill 
02 Johnson, Kenneth H. 
02 Schall, Sheri 
03 Doty, Dennis R. 
03 McGee, Gerald 
04 Call, Tim 
04 Eisner, Andew G. 
04 Erikson, John 
04 Ratkowski, Gene 
05 Fraser, David 
05 Johnson, Kent 
05 Krushke, Dean 
05 Olson, Dave 
06 Elder, Kim 
07 Kriger, Peter 
07 McCormick, Gene 
07 Stewart, Deborah Ann 
07 Westman, Kurt V 
08 Gomes, Joseph Patrick 
08 Hunter, Dennis 
08 Pritchard, Adam 
08 Turner, David 
09 Davi, Rudolph T. 
09 Hunter, John B. 
09 Rocha, Gerald 
09 Viale, Anthony 
09 Pollace, Sal 
09 Poole, Ann 
09 Spellenberg, Louie 
09 Wahlund, Mock 
11 Crawford, James 

11 Furtado, Darrell 
11 O’connor, Paul 
12 Ayala, Gerald M. 
12 Firpo, Elan 
13 Pellatz, Carl 
14 Chapman, Jimia 
14 Chheng, Hong 
14 Daggs, Shirley 
14 Ford, Tim 
14 Pollace, Daniel 
14 Rice, Timothy 
14 Shaddix, Russell 
15 Danielson, Ross 
15 Hake, Christopher 
15 Shwaika, William 
16 Hanson, JoAnn 
16 Jensen, Lacey 
17 Borck, Robert 
17 Cosel, Pamela A. 
18 Pacheco, Nicole 
18 Payne, Thomas 
18 Perata, Leonard 
18 Rizzo, Bruce W. 
18 Sorensen, Fritz 
19 Akana, Kenneth 
19 Baskette, Leona 
19 Bobillot, Daniel 
19 Gardiner, Gregg 
19 Mares, Casey J. 
19 Stone, David 
19 Tipton, Jeffrey 
19 Tully, Richard 
20 Jenkinson, Daniel 
20 Kruger, John H. 
20 Ostrom, Aaron 
20 Razee, Nicolas 
21 Beck, Dean 
21 Lockhart, Brenda 
21 Wells, Michael 

22 Bay, Kennith R. 
22 Bohn, Rex 
22 Casey, Craig C. 
22 Stewart, Ernest 
22 Todd, Darren 
23 Bond, Kenneth 
23 Christiansen, Roxie 
23 Fitzpatrick,  Rosemary 
23 Jackson Brown, Thomas 
23 Testerman, Kathleen 
24 Goodwyn, Gregory L. 
24 McKenzie, Brian 
24 Reitz, William R. 
24 Stewart, Nicole 
25 Frazier, Robert Joseph 
25 Hartin, Arlene 
26 Alcorn, Suzanne 
26 Giampaolo, Kelly 
26 Gratz, Mitch 
26 Groszmann, Heidi 
26 Nelson, Frank 
26 Petersen, Bonnie 
26 Ventuleth, Wayne 
27 Brooks, Damon 
27 Niskey, Patty 
27 Quigley, Robin 
27 Toland, Angela 
28 Waller, John 
29 Heddinger, Harold Bruce 
29 Rabang, Wayne 
30 Avila, Tracie 
30 Coombs, Mickie 
30 Foley, Robin 
30 Morgan, Eddie 
30 Schneider, Connie 
31 Biondini, Jack 
31 Kutil, Frank G. 
31 Mathers, Jonathan 

Welcome to our Newly IniƟated Members! 

New members who 
joined the lodge at 
the June 17 meeting. 

Pictured from left to 
right: Sarah James, 
Kate Witthaus, 
Brandon Phillips, 
Judith Freyslaben 
and Terry Kemp.  

Thank them for 
joining our lodge 
and make them 
feel welcome! 
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Vඈඅඎඇඍൾൾඋඌ Nൾൾൽൾൽ:  

Mൺඇඒ Hൺඇൽඌ Mൺ඄ൾ Lං඀ඁඍ Wඈඋ඄! 
     Our Eureka Elks Lodge is only as strong as the 
members who step up to support it. Volunteers are the 
absolute heartbeat of our Lodge, and quite simply…  

     If we do not have cooks and volunteers, we 
cannot have events. 

     We are currently facing a critical need for 
volunteers in several vital areas: 

Cooking Assistants: It has been increasingly 
challenging to staff our Wednesday and Friday 
night dinners. You do not need to be a master chef 
to help! Volunteering to assist an established cook 
is the perfect way to learn your way around our 
kitchen and build your skills. 

Food Purchasing Team: To keep costs down, we 
need to shop around and get the best prices, which 
means visiting several stores weekly. This is too 
much for just one person, and we are looking to 
build a dedicated purchasing team to share the load. 

Steak Cutters: Our dedicated steak cutters for our 
popular Cook-Your-Own-Steak events are looking 
to retire after many years of service. We need a few 
willing members to step up and learn the job while 
our experienced experts are still here to train you. 

Other Volunteering Opportunities: We are an active 
lodge, and there are plenty of other opportunities to 
make a difference: We can always use new 
volunteers in the following areas: Greeters, 
Cashiers, Servers, Bartenders, and people to help 
set up for events (Chairs, tables, decorations, etc.) 

 

     To get involved, please reach out to the Lodge 
office directly. Either call the Eureka Elks Lodge office 
at (707) 442-6652 or stop by the office and talk with 
Emily at 445 Herrick Avenue. Let's work together to 
keep our Lodge thriving! 

🎤 Kൺඋൺඈ඄ൾ Nං඀ඁඍ ංඌ Bൺർ඄! 

     The House Committee wants to make our lodge the 
absolute best place to spend your Saturday nights. A 
few weeks ago, we took a chance and hosted our very 
first Karaoke Night. We weren't quite sure if people 

would show up, but word on the street is that it was an 
absolute blast and a huge success! Because everyone 
had such a great time, we want to make this a regular 
monthly event. 

     Our next Karaoke 
Event will be 
Saturday, July 25th and 
we are introducing a 
delicious Build-Your-
Own-Pizza option! 
Come out and sing 
your favorite song or 
just come to laugh and 
cheer on your friends 
if you are a bit less 
outgoing. Either way, 
it is bound to be a fun 
night out. Be sure to check out the full advertisement in 
this month's Herd Talk for all the final details. See you 
there! 

CHEA Mൺඃඈඋ Pඋඈඃൾർඍ…  AKA “Pඎඋඉඅൾ Pං඀”! 

Please don’t forget to fill those Purple Pigs and 
return them to the Eureka Elks Lodge office. Help 
our lodge do its part to support this great charity. 
Don’t forget to include your name and member 
number so you can get credit for your donaƟon.  
 
A COIN a DAY so they can WALK, TALK, SEE and 
PLAY! 
 
Brian M Smith, Leading Knight 
Eureka Elks Lodge #652 
House Committee Chair   (707) 407-5553 

Leading Knight 
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DUES FOR 2026—2027 
 
     Those members who have not paid their dues 
for 2026 – 2027 need to do so now. The Lodge door 
is being tiled during member events. You will need to 
present your card to enter the Lodge, and without it, 
you can’t enter another Lodge. Those of you who did 
not pay your 2025 -2026 dues will need to reinstate.  
 
     Annual dues have been raised up to $150 plus 
add-ons for Grand Lodge and State, which make 
the dues $196 for the year 2026 – 2027. We have 
been accepting $186 as dues payment for 2026 – 2027 
year from renewing members. We will continue 
accepting the lower amount for renewal until July 30. 
It will then go up to $196 per member with a $1 for a 
spousal card.  
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS 
 
     I have enclosed a copy of the Building Application 
Introduction letter below as notice to all members of 
the intent to re-roof the facility. Please read it and call 
me if there are any questions.  

OTHER NEWS 
 
     Things have been very busy in the Lodge 
Administration. The Jamboree is coming up on 
August 15 and 16 in Lakeport. Expect tickets to arrive 
in the mail. Please buy one or more packets at $20 
each. The money raised really benefits the District 
Lodges.  
 
     Longtime Accounting Clerk, Angela Toland, is 
leaving her position with the Lodge. Angela started as 
the Reception Clerk several years ago and moved to 
the accounting side after a short time. Her friendly 
smile and laughter will be missed. We have hired 
Benjamin George as the Accounting Clerk. He has an 
accounting background and 
a very impressive resume.  
 
Respectfully, 
Brad Smith 
PDDGER, District Leader 
Lodge Secretary  

Secretary’s Corner 

     The facility parcel number is 301-131-003-000, 
consisting of 5.99 acres with one main structure and 
several outbuildings. The main facility is approximately 
22,000 square feet. The property was assessed by 
Humboldt County in 2025 for $2,666,982. The commercial 
appraisal as ordered by the banking institution for the last 
expansion was done in 2012. The building was expanded 
by 5,100 square feet. The appraised value after the 
expansion was $3,810,000.  

     The mortgage was a 15-year loan of $1,200.000 at 4%, 
amortized for 30 years. The current mortgage balance with 
Coast Central Credit Union is $590,356. There are no other 
leans against the property. The loan was due in June. As a 
consequence, the monthly payment rose to $5,900. The 
current lender offered to refinance for 6.25 percent 
amortization of 30 years, which would have reduced the 
monthly payment, but added to the cost of borrowing the 
money.  

     The Board of Trustees put the refinance out to bid to 
three institutions. Redwood Capital Bank, a local 
institution, was selected by the Trustees and recommended 
to the Lodge membership. Redwood Capital offered a 
refinance and an inclusion of the cost of re-roofing at 6%, 
amortization for 25 years. The Lodge membership after 

discussion concurred by a unanimous vote as noted in the 
minutes.  

     The Lodge applied for a 
building permit in 2024 to re-
roof the building for $270,000. 
The Building Application was 
filed after the fact. The Lodge 
had already re-roofed a portion 
of the building at a cost of 
$76,000+ with Lodge money. 
The $270,000 had been 
approved by the Lodge three different times while 
attempting to comply with the statutes. The process became 
convoluted and confusing; therefore, the application was 
withdrawn. A copy of a letter dated August 29, 2025, 
cancelling the permit was attached.  

     The opportunity to refinance and re-roof with the same 
institution at the same time is too good to pass on. The 
Lodge is adding $250,000 to the mortgage, which is the 
reason for the Building Application. The project has been 
under discussion since June of 2024. The Lodge Floor has 
voted approval of the project and financing at every 
juncture. The refinance will reduce the monthly mortgage 
by $500. and still pay for the re-roof.  

Introduction of Application by Eureka Elks Lodge #652 



5 

 



6 

Loyal Knight 

     With the new year, even though we are three 
months in with our new officers, I wanted to take this 
opportunity to introduce myself and tell you a little bit 
about my plans for the rest of the fraternal year.  

     My name is Jerry Stewart, one of the original 
Knuckleheads. I am a 22-year Elk member. My wife 
Debbie, “the Knucklehead Wrangler,” and our kids are 
all members, as well. My father, grandfather and 
uncles were all Elk members, all at different lodges.  I 
remember going to the Elks Lodge in Willows with my 
family and my grandparents. 

     This year, I am the Elk’s National Foundation 
(ENF) Chairperson. ENF programs are for investing in 
our community where Elks live and work.   

A few of these programs include: 

· Community Investment Programs – put grants 
directly into communities through local lodges. 

· National Veterans Service Commission - provides 
aid and comfort for America’s veterans in need 

· College Scholarships – builds relationships with 
the next generation of Elks through 3 scholarship 
opportunities – MVS, Legacy Awards, and EEG. 

· Hoop Shoot Free Throw Program – unleashing 
gritty kids and encouraging them through healthy 
competition. 

· Drug Awareness Commission – promotes 
constructive and collaborative solutions to help 
America’s youth make healthy choices. 

 

     I have been working with my “executive secretary” 
Debbie on many different fundraising opportunities.  
Our goal is to raise the amount set by Elks National, 
get at least 15 percent of our membership to make at 
least a $5 donation, and add new members to the 
Fidelity Club, a re-occurring monthly giving program. 

     Currently, we are doing an “opportunity drawing” 
for a Blackstone 22” table top griddle with a stand, a 
set of Blackstone taco tray, a stainless steel griddle tool 
set, a grill mat to keep your tools clean, and 2 pounds 
of both breakfast sausage and hamburger from 
Ferndale Meat Co.  This is a GREAT deal. 

     Tickets are $5 each.  If you buy 4 tickets for $20, 
you will get a free ticket.  If you buy 8 tickets for $40, 

you will get 2 free tickets. As an added bonus, for 
buying the whole sheet of tickets (10 on a sheet), you 
will receive an extra free ticket.  That is 11 tickets for 
$40.  We will be at the lodge before the Wednesday 
and Friday dinners to sell tickets.  We will be drawing 
the winning ticket on the 
evening of July 31. You do 
not need to be present to 
win so make sure we get 
your phone number. 

     I look forward to having 
a great year.  Keep an eye 
out in future Herd Talks for 
future fundraisers.  We 
have some great ones 
waiting in the wings. 

                                                                                                                             
See you at the lodge! 

Jerry Stewart, Loyal Knight                                                                                                  
knucklehead652@gmail.com 
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     Happy Birthday America! 250 years! 

     When you think about it, 250 years really is not 
that long…look at everything that has been invented: 
Electricity, cars, trains, airplanes, telephones, baseball 
and hot dogs. 
     That’s right, what would the 4th of July be without 
a good ‘ole hot dog? 
     In 1867, a German 
immigrant named 
Charles Feltman 
invented the first hot 
dog stand on Coney 
Island, thereby creating 
the modern frankfurter 
as we’ve come to know 

and love. He created it so beachgoers could enjoy the 
frankfurter on a bun without having to use plates or 
silverware. Feltman’s “Coney Island Red Hots” that 
he sold from a converted pie cart, were an instant hit. 
His empire grew to become Feltman’s Ocean 
Pavillion. By the 1920s, the Pavilion covered a full 
city block with nine restaurants, outdoor movie 
theater, hotel, amusement park and, of course, a beer 
garden. You just can’t have a hot dog without a beer is 
my way of thinking.(Feltman’s Coney Island website)  

     So fire up the BBQ, ice down the beer and enjoy 
the rest of summer with family and friends. I’ll take 
my hot dog with mustard and mayo….What’s your 
favorite condiment? 

   From your Bartender Staff Feltman’s Hot Dog 

     The Redwood Roamers, our lodge RV traveling 
group, had quite a month during June. Fellow roamers 
sponsored three outings this past month. These 
included a three-day trip to Newport, Oregon, a 
weekend trip to Sisters, Oregon, and a three-day trip to 
Lewiston, California. 

     The Newport trip included visiting a marine science 
center, shopping, and lots of great eating.  The Sisters 
trip focused on waterfalls, shopping, and of course, 
more food.  Lewiston was held during the annual 
Peddlers Fair, and provided Roamers with the 
opportunity to mingle with the locals. 

     If you are a lodge member and interested in joining 
our Redwood Roamers RV club, please join us at our 
monthly meetings held the first Wednesday of each 
month, in the lodge, beginning at 5 p.m. 

 Submitted by Roamer member Wayne Ventuleth 

Wagon Master Crystal Arbuthnot and Wayne Ventuleth 

     We have a coffee club for men at the Elks; 
did you know that? We are actively seeking 
mature male seniors to join our BS Club to swap 
stories and news of the day. Opinions are all 
respected and at the end of each meeting we leave 
as Elk family. We take turns bringing goodies to 
share, homemade always welcomed. We meet 
from 8 a.m. until 9:30 a.m., Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings. Come find out if you are the perfect fit 
for our BS Club, and if you leave with more 
knowledge than you arrived, you didn't hang out 
with the BS Club! 
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What Celebrations:   125th Birthday & the Flag Day Flag-Changing Ceremony 

Honored Guests,  
Great Kitchen Staff, 
Boy Scout Helpers, 

Past & Current 
Officers & More! 

Photos by 
Pamela 
Cosel 

A Fresh 
New Flag 

Hangs at the 
Elks Lodge 

6/13/26 

Photos by Pamela Cosel 



10 

     The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 
National Drug Awareness Program is the largest 
volunteer drug awareness program in the United 
States. Since 1982, the Elks have developed an 
effective, community-based drug prevention program 
by partnering with federal agencies including the Drug 
Enforcement Agency, Office of National Drug Control 
Policy, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration, and national organizations such as 
Pride Youth Programs. These partnerships ensure the 
Elks Drug Awareness Program addresses the leading 
drug abuse issues facing communities today. 

     The program’s Resource Center provides parents, 
teachers and kids access to educational materials 
including anti-drug literature, videos, coloring books, 
posters, public service announcements and prevention 
tools for parents along with information on the annual 
poster, essay and video contests. 

     Every year, the Elks Drug Awareness Program 
distributes more than seven million pieces of anti-drug 
literature to parents, teachers and kids. The Elks have 
also teamed with Marvel Comic Books to produce a 
book featuring Marvel superheroes and Elroy the Elk 
in a battle against underage drinking. Other 

educational materials offered by the program include 
prevention tools for parents, videos, coloring books, 
posters, classroom activities with teachers guides and 
public service announcements.  The Elks Kid Zone 
(grades 3-6) and Elks Teen Zone (grades 6-12) sites 
provide age specific materials and activities which 
include Interactive Activities and Classroom lessons 
with Teachers Guides.  

     The Elks Drug Awareness Prevention Resources 
Center can be accessed @elks.org/dap or under 
Programs on the Elk's Home Page, @ elks.org. Elks 
Kid Zone can be accessed directly through 
elkskidzone.org and the Elks Teen Zone at 
elksteenzone.org.    

     Most materials are available to be downloaded. If 
you wish to obtain materials such as coloring books, a 
Marvel Comic Book classroom set, etc., you will need 
to contact me directly. All Elks Drug Awareness 
Program materials are available to anyone or 
organization and “are free and will always be free’.   

Jack Harris                                                                                                                  
Drug Awareness Program Chairman                                                                                              
jacknlou71@sbcglobal.net                                                                                                                             
(775-722-1778) 

The Fireworks Booth will be open 
June 28—July 4! 

All proceeds go to youth activities. 

The booth will be located in the  
upper parking lot of the Lodge. 

If you would like to work the booth, 
there is a sign-up sheet at the end of 
the bar. Shifts are 2 hours, and if you 

want to work 4 hours — great! 

We will need 2-3 people per shift. 

Thank you in advance! 

Remember:   

All proceeds go to youth activities! 
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Electronic Service Requested 

WIN $200 

Each Regular MeeƟng has an 
aƩendance drawing where 
two members are randomly 
drawn by computer. Each 
winner receives $200.00 if 
they are present.  

DATED MATERIAL 
July 2026 


