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  This is my final official article as your Exalted Ruler. I have had so 
much fun this past year and have made many lasting memories. It may not 
have been all sunshine and roses, but I feel truly blessed to have served this 
lodge with such hard working and dedicated lodge officers and members.  
 
 I want to thank each and every one of you for your love and support 
throughout this past year. You have made a difference in my life. I also want 
to thank all of our volunteers for being truly fantastic! We have been able to 
serve our lodge and community in many different ways this year. I am 
looking forward to our officers moving forward with confidence. I have 
worked hard to tie up any loose ends before turning over the gavel to your 
new Exalted Ruler-elect, Patrick Gillmore. If not, I’ll be here to take care of it for a while, and 
back him up. I also want to put a shout out to all of our District ERs and Officers, what a great 
group to work with! Much love to all who I got to know and care about this past year. Let’s keep 
in touch! 
 Our Volunteer Appreciation Dinner will be on Sunday, March 15, 2026 here at the lodge. 
Cocktails at 4:00 p.m. and Cook Your Own Steak at 5 p.m. Volunteers are free and Non-volunteers 
will be charged $32 for Steak, $24 for Chicken or $18 for everything but the meat, also known as 
the Steam Table. Everyone coming to dinner must reserve their seat! Please RSVP by Friday, 
March 12, 2026 at 3:00 p.m. There will be awards handed out at the dinner. You don’t want to miss 
this chance to thank our special people receiving awards. Don’t forget to come support your 
incoming Lodge Officers at their Installation on Saturday, March 28, 2026, with the 
Installation at 4:00 p.m., dinner at 6:00 p.m. Jeanne Dorris is cooking up something special for us! 
(Also watch for some “hair-raising” details in the April issue of Herd Talk; see pg. 9 here.)  
 
 Nina Strang, Exalted Ruler 

 

     The Eureka Lodge #652 winners for the 2026 Drug 
Awareness Program Essay/Video Contest winners and 
the amount of cash awards they will receive are: 
 
Essay Contest: 
First Place - Keely Evenson, 7th Grade, Sunny Brae Middle 
School, Arcata, CA ($100) Second Place - Evangeline Leary, 
Sunny Brae Middle School, Arcata, CA ($50) 
 
Video (pre-high school) Contest: First Place – Sunny Brae 
Middle School Team (Mitch Harmon, Walker Grey, Asa 

Issac, Emerson Lamb, Damian Paz), Arcata, CA ($125) 
     In addition, Sunny Brae’s Video entry placed first in 
the Northwest District DAP Contest and has been 
submitted to the State Association Contest. State 
Association winners will be announced in April. As the 
district winner, the team will receive an additional $100 
award.           
     Our local winners will be presented with their cash 
awards along with along with Certificates during the March 
10, 2026 Arcata School Board meeting. 
     Jack Harris, Lodge Drug Awareness Program Chairman 
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Eureka Lodge #652          
Benevolent & ProtecƟve Order of Elks 
445 Herrick Avenue, Eureka, CA  95503 

707-442-6652 www.elks652.org 

ArƟcles & AdverƟsements 
herdtalkeditor@gmail.com = Pamela Cosel 

elksclerk652@gmail.com = Emily Vineyard-Morris 
www.facebook.com/ElksLodge652 

Lodge Officers 
Nina Strang …..……………………..…Exalted Ruler 
Patrick Gillmore…..…….…….…..Leading Knight 
Brian Smith...…………………………….Loyal Knight 
Jerry Stewart………………..…….Lecturing Knight 
Brad Smith…………..…………......……….Secretary 
William Lambo.….…….…..…………......Treasurer 
Dana Harris….....……………………………....Esquire 
Ann Schuler...…...………..………………....Chaplain 
Janet Humble… ………………………..Inner Guard 
Sharie Thomason..…….………….……….……..Tiler 
TBD……..………………...……………..……...Organist 

Board of Trustees 
Jim Olson…………….5-Year Trustee & Chairman                                                        
BreƩ Engel………………………….....4-Year Trustee                                             
ScoƩy Thomason   3-year Trustee & Secretary                                          
Alan Bobillot…………..………….....2-Year Trustee 
Dan Rickman…………………………..1-Year Trustee                                               
                   

House CommiƩee   
Brian Smith, Chair, Jan Belarde, Rena Forbes 
Debbie Stewart, Diane Viale, Jimia Chapman 
Lori Fitzgerald                                  

Lodge Office 
Angela Toland…..…………………………AccounƟng  
accounƟng@elks652.org                                                    
Emily Vineyard……...………………….…….…...Clerk                                                   
elksclerk652@gmail.com 
 

Lodge CommiƩees  

AudiƟng and AccounƟng = Chair-Dennis Hunter, 
Sherie  Bialous, Marta MarƟnez, Ernie Nunes  
Events Coordinator = Emily Vineyard 
Drug Awareness, Veterans = Jack Harris 
Hoop Shoot  = Brian Smith 
Scholarship CommiƩee = Dale Stockly 
Public RelaƟons = William Lambo 

Membership and LapsaƟon = Patrick Gillmore 
Americanism= Jerry Stewart 
AcƟviƟes = TBD  

Fraternal = Chair Sherie Bialous, PER, Kurt Bialous, 
PER & Kathy Payne, PER 

Safety = BreƩ Engel 

Youth AcƟviƟes = Sherie Bialous, PER 

PER AssociaƟon = Dennis Hunter, President 

RV Park = Dan Rickman,host 

Redwood Roamers = Wagon Master Dan Wilson 

Bar Manager = Rena Forbes 
Assistant Bar Manager = Jan Belarde 
Kitchen Manager = Kathy Payne 
Kitchen Purchasing Agent = Monica Marinez 
 

01 Corning, Max 
01 Creech, David 
01 Deck, Elizabeth  Ann 
01 Miller, Lee 
01 Weyer, William C 
01 Zaugg, Jr., Jonathan 
02 Kovacs, Karen 
02 Murray, Susan 
02 Stomstad, Glen 
03 Cook, Jimmy Dan 
03 Jordan,  Randel 
03 Mahon, Alan 
03 Scott, Bill 
03 Spellenberg, James 
04 Heddinger, Michael 
04 Whipple, Robert Lee 
05 Jones, Ryan 
05 Lambo, William J 
05 Vineyard-Morris,  Emily 
05 Weekly, Michael S 
06 Harper, Bruce 
06 Moore, Bill 
06 Osser, Nathan Barry 
06 Trask, Dellmar 
07 Bettendorf, Nancy 
07 Costa, Kelli 
07 Land, Kenneth  
07 Lucchesi, James 
07 Masterson, Greg 
07 Middlemiss, Laura 
07 Richards, Michael J 
08 Ott, Margaret M 
08 Tyson, David 
09 Cruz, Tim 
09 GrifÞth, Thelma 
09 Hawkins, Paulette 
10 Chase, Tanka 
10 Jansen, Mark 
10 Rice,  Randal A  
10 Smith, Eric M 
10 Stephens, Timothy 
10 Turk, Richard 
11 Anderton, Martin 
11 Bayless, Genn 
11 Elder Lj 
11 Engel, Brett 
11 Fienniken, Michael Clay 
11 Gleaton, Lawrence 

11 Johnson, Donald K 
11 Osser, Michael Logan 
11 Timm, Doris J 
12 Carrol, Kevin 
12 Costa, Felicia 
12 Johnson, Jeral 
12 Kuttler, Aileen 
12 Meng, Robert G 
12 Vallee, Deanna 
13 Dortch, Shellie 
14 Ballew Shirley 
14 Beckman, Mindy 
14 Bump, Brandy 
14 Krings, Richard 
14 Luper, Walter T 
15 Buihner, Brian 
15 Ervin, Laurie 
15 Seelhoff, Robert H 
15 White, William 
16 Chapman, Clifford 
16 Cotton, Jerry 
16 Hauan, Bryan 
16 Murphy, Chris J 
17 Doyle, John 
17 Sylvester,  Robert 
18 Clague, Katherine 
18 Gish, Robert 
18 Harris, Ron 
18 Hogan, Fred 
18 Lingard, Ronald 
18 Roberts, Lowell B 
20 Chavis, Rhonda Osburn 
20 Strickland, Michael 
20 Wright, Marc 
21 Hallis Ken 
21 Henderson, David W 
21 Holdner, George 
21 Lemos, JoAnn 
21 Mitchell, Edward 
22 McMillin, Leonard 
22 Pawlus, Ed 
22 Piazza, Salvador D 
22 Piber, Joseph 
22 Silveira, Jaymes 
22 Slagle,  Alvin (Bud) L 
22 Tracy, Kiyo 
23 Dinsmore, Travis 
23 Doebel, ShawnLee 
 

23 Fulmer, Kyle Wayne 
23 Jimenez, Pedro “Pete” 
23 Moehnke,  William 
23 Pace, Charles 
24 Clemenza, Frank J 
234 Glaspey, Mel 
24 Griggs-Dupuy, Elona 
24 Lewis, Crystal 
23 Moehnke,  William 
23 Pace, Charles 
24 Clemenza, Frank J 
24 Glaspey, Mel 
24 Griggs-Dupuy, Elona 
24 Lewis, Crystal 
24 Olivieri, David 
24 Owen, Scott 
24 Priolo, Rick 
24 Rains, Yvonne 
25 Albin Chet 
25 Brownell, Ivan 
25 Griswold, Ryan 
25 Johnson, Harold J 
25 LaTorre,  Donna 
25 Morelli, Robert H 
25 Ranstrom, Barbara 
25 Socha, Mavelyn 
25 Vollmer, Allen r 
26 Chaney, Ronald  C 
26 Hancock, Sabrina 
26 Pollock, Aldine 
26 Sacco, Dylan 
26 Schuler, Ann 
26 Springman, Claudine 
26 Valeski, Kristin 
27 Kelley, Kristen 
27 Mendes, Alan 
27 Smith, Brian Matthew 
28 Mobley, Donny 
29 Atkins, Trevor 
29 Latham, Tim 
29 Whitten, Philip 
30 Eisner, Stan 
30 Say, Linda 
30 Simoni, Michael 
30 Vollenweider, Kenneth B 
31 Hendricks, Dave 
31 Hendry, James 
31 Ruud, Michael D 

Welcome to our Newly  
IniƟated Members! 

(Names listed alphabetically) Cynthia 
Dutra, Samuel Foord, Robert 
Gribbin, Ignacio Irizarry, Sharon 
Kopin, Marilyn Lilly, Richard Page, 
Linda Say and Christopher Wagner.  
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 March finds our lodge moving 
confidently towards the new fraternal year, 
with a renewed sense of purpose, fellowship, 
and community involvement. As spring 
approaches, it is a time of fresh beginnings, 
reflection, and appreciation for all that Elkdom 
represents. 
 March will be a busy and productive 
month for our lodge. One of the highlights will 
be the Purple Pig Dinner on March 7, 
supporting our Major Projects. Please bring in 
your pigs full of change (and bills). Prizes will 
be awarded for heaviest, most $, and best 
decorated. See flyer for more details.  
 In addition, Cans for Kids and the Lodge 
Recycling Challenge will wrap up at the end of 
March, and I encourage everyone to participate 
and help us finish strong.  
 Another major highlight of the month 
will be the Installation of Officers on March 
28, when we officially welcome the officers 
who will serve the lodge during the 2026–2027 
fraternal year. The ceremony will begin at 4:00 
p.m. followed by a dinner prepared by Jeanne 
Doris at 6:00 p.m. This event is open to the 
public, and we encourage members to invite 
friends and family to join us for an afternoon of 
tradition and fellowship. 
 I am honored and looking forward to 
serving as your Exalted Ruler for the 2026–
2027 fraternal year. As a fourth-generation 
Californian who has called Humboldt County 
home for the past 55 years, I look forward to 
working alongside our officers, trustees, 

committees, and members to strengthen our 
lodge. Together, we will focus on supporting 
our veterans and youth, increasing 
member engagement, and continuing the 
charitable work that defines our Order.  
 I would like to sincerely thank all the 
current officers and volunteers whose 
dedication and hard 
work help make 
this lodge function 
so well. March also 
brings opportunities 
to look ahead and 
get involved. 
Committees begin 
forming to plan 
activities and events 
for the months to 
come, and members 
are always welcome 
to lend a hand or share ideas. Your 
participation is what keeps our lodge active, 
welcoming, and successful. 
 Thank you to all who give their time and 
talents in service to our lodge and our 
community. I hope to see many of you at the 
Installation and throughout the month as we 
continue to uphold the principles of Charity, 
Justice, Brotherly Love, and Fidelity. 
Hope to see you soon at The Lodge. 
 

Fraternally, 
Patrick Gillmore 
Leading Knight 2025–2026 

 

 

Member  Born   IniƟated Deceased  Yrs. Age 

Albert Beach  08/04/1933 03/17/1999 01/03/2026 28 92 

Barbara DeLorme 06/19/19500 6/21/2017 01/21/2026 9 75 

TO OUR ABSENT MEMBERS 
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Dues Update:  The annual dues should be paid before April 1, 2026. The dues are $186 
per member. Add $1 if you want a spousal card. About 600 members have prepaid their 
dues as of March 1, 2026. There will an increase of $10 in the dues on April 1, 2026. 
Those of you who are prepaying next year’s dues can still pay the lower amount. Those 
incoming members after April 1, 2026 will be paying $196. The Application fee will also 
increase April 1, 2026 from $50 to $100.  
 
We will end the fiscal year with 1400 members; however, I anticipate losing about 110 
members due to lapsation. 
 
Special award:  Clay Flenniken, who served as our Exalted Ruler in 1993-1994, will be 
receiving an award from the Masonic Order on Saturday April 18, 2026 at the Masonic Hall,  
517 G Street, Eureka. This award is not given out on a yearly basis. Since 1981, 45 
years ago, he will be the 29th member to receive this award. The ceremony begins at 
2:00 p.m. All are welcome to attend. No reservation is needed, just come and 
congratulate Clay. 
 
New Officers:  The installation of Officers is Saturday, March 28, 2026. It’s important to 
support the incoming Officer Corps, and attending the ceremony is a good way of showing 
your support. The Eureka Lodge is the best in the District and one of the best in California. 
This is due to the Officers and Committees that manage and run the Lodge. Most are 
volunteers, who are paid by the acknowledgement and praise of the membership. Please be 
supportive. 
 

Respectfully, 
Brad Smith 
PDDGER, District Leader, Lodge Secretary  

 
“So long as there are veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will never forget them.” 

     As we approach the end of the fraternal year, 
below is a listing of the local veteran service programs 
supported by the committee for the present 2025-2026 
fraternal year: 

Veterans Committee Funded Projects: 

· Lost Coast Chief Petty Officers (Coast Guard) 
Donation = $1,000 

· United Bikers Memorial Run Luncheon=) $250 
· McKay Veterans Day 5K Run/Walk = $500 
· Veterans Transitional Training Airport Kiosk 

Renovation = $1,000 
· VA Clinic Small Pantry = $1,500 
· Cal Poly Humboldt Veterans Center = $1,000 
· Mad River Veterans Honor Guard = $1,000 
 Total=$6250.00 

Elks Grand Lodge funded Projects: 
· ENF Freedom Grant - North Coast Veterans Stand 

Down = $1000 
· ENVS Welcome Home Kits (13) = $4936 
 Total = $5936.00 
 
     Total amount of funding the committee has 
distributed in support of our local veterans this year to 
date = $12,186.00 
 
The Veterans Committee meets at 5:30 PM on the 
second Monday of the month at the lodge. Our 
next meeting will be March 9, 2026. 
 
 Jack Harris, Veterans Committee Chairman 
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     Our first outing of the year will be a fun, laid-back Go Nowhere Rally right here at home! 
March 27–29 at the Elks Lodge. Hosted by the Perata’s (Trailblazers) and the Ritters 
(Greasers). 
Highlights include: 

Þ  Friday night cook-your-own steak at the Elks Lodge 

Þ  Saturday breakfast at The Pantry 

Þ   Rail Tour in Samoa 

Þ   Saturday dinner on your own 

Þ  Sunday breakfast at the lodge & movie matinee in the 
 afternoon 

     Some will come for one day—and some will bring their RV 
and make it a full weekend getaway. Easy, local, and a whole lot 
of fun! For more information reach out to either Linda and Lenny Perata or Howard Ritter. 
     Long standing member, Hank Beck, recently shared his memory book of past outings. We 
are working on resurrecting one of the trips down to the Napa Valley. It will probably be 
sometime in May. Look for details in a later issue. 
     As we head toward spring adventures, March reminds us that our RV group is more than a 
club — it’s a community on wheels. 
 Happy Trails! 

 Crystal Arbuthnot, Wagon Master 

 

Marie Ott, Jeffery 
Clevenger, Joel Boughton,  

Gabriel Bennet, Don 
Richie, John Burke,  

Sen Sumit 
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No purchase necessary to win, need not be present to win, suggested donation $20 

A Benefit for Endorsed Candidate for GER Timothy (Tim) Jaeger PGT PSP  DL 

 

The “GREAT” Northwest 
District extends 

 
Congratulations to the  
Endorsed Candidate for 
Grand Exalted Ruler  

 

 

Mr. Timothy Jaeger 
PGT PSP DL 

 The “Great” Northwest District Triva Contest  
and 

Napa Elks Lodge Fundraiser 
         March 7th   

 

Trivia contest entry fundraiser forms are in the mail, play along for fun. Just 
fill out the entry form, include your donation and win up to $2500 in the 

drawing held at the Napa Lodge March 7th.  Entry forms must be received by 
March 1st  Questions?  Call Eureka Elks Lodge (707) 442- 6652 

 

Mail to: Eureka Elks Lodge, 445 Herrick Ave. Eureka, CA 95503  (AƩn: $20 Trivia Contest) 

 

     Another food donation was 
made for our local Veterans In 
Need Project, a project of Elks 
Lodge #652. The dream is to 
make this Elks Pantry project 
go throughout the country to 
promote feeding Veterans in 
need in many areas.  
  
     Pierre Carbonneau, Elks 
California and Hawaii Veteran 
of the year, along with donors 
Ross and Lynda Ault, Members 
of AMVETS Post 96. 
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Hello from the 
Friendly Corner! 
     For our new 
members and 
those who don’t 
know, it is the 
section of the bar 
closest to the 
dance floor. Why 
is it called the 
Friendly Corner? 
     We asked around and nobody seemed to know 
other than it has been called that for over 40 years. 
I would like to think that it has something to do 
with the patrons who sit there regularly. They are 
friendly and welcoming, especially to the RVers 
when they come in to register. 
     I have to say I would have been lost without 
them on several occasions when I started 
as a volunteer bartender three years ago. So, after a 
difficult day at work, a bad day on the golf course 
or just wanting to hang out and enjoy a cocktail 
with buddies, the Friendly Corner is a great place to 
come to. Open every day from 2:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m. (except Sundays, closing at 6:00 p.m). 
      From Your Friendly Bartender Staff 

Mother & Son Cut Up 
for Charity! 

     Some people grow 
food to donate to charity, 
but Nina Strang and her 
son, PJ Garza, along with friend Stephanie Head 
(what an appropriate name!) will soon cut off the 
hair they have long been growing in hopes to raise 
$6000 for two projects. First, $3,000 will go to the 
Lodge’s Roof Replacement Project, and $3,000 is 
intended for sponsoring two children for wigs; each 
kit costs $1,500 from Children with Hair Loss. 
     “Each of us will be donating at least eight inches 
of hair,” Nina said. “Donations of cash or check can 
be dropped off with the Lodge Clerk, Emily, with 
HAIR written in the check’s memo space.” 
The event is set for Saturday, April 11 — watch 
Herd Talk for more details! 
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     In the 2026 September edition of 
the Herd Talk it was announced that 
the lodge had selected the upgrading 
of the Boys and Girls Club of the 
Redwoods Kids Club House facility 
which serves kids kindergarten 
through sixth grade as the lodge’s 
“major community improvement 
project for the year.” 
     The Club House Phase I of the 
project completed in August consisted 
of a new set of Cubbies, wall damage 
repair, new shelving in Library and 
Pantry areas, painting Interior and 
Shed, installing new Front Door along 
with a Hot Water Heater and Faucet in 
kids’ restroom. 
     New window screens were also 
installed and along with play-ground 
chips to cover outside dirt area. Phase 

II has been completed with the 
installation of new kitchen cabinets, a 
new dishwasher along with a new coat 
of paint.  
     What started as a simple project 
turned into more than anticipated with 
the final cost of the project of more 
than $12,000. With donations from 
local businesses and lodge members 
along with the $4000 ENF Beacon 
Grant Funds the final cost to the lodge 
was $246.75. Listed below are local 
businesses and individuals who 
donated materials and financial 
assistance along with the individuals 
who volunteered to work on site. 

Business Donors: 
Shafers Ace Hardware, Forbusco 
Lumber and Building Supplies, 
Kennan Plumbing Supply, Ben 

Fleck Plumbing, Pierson Building 
Supply, Powell Landscape Material 

Lodge Donors: 
Jim Olson Jack and Louise Harris, 
Bob Holt, Bob Borck, Joe Strang, 
Pam Newby, George and Gail 
Wright, Past Exalted Rulers Assn., 
Alison Herson Family, 
Pierre Carbonneau 

Volunteers: 
Barry Smith, Dave Turner, Pam 
Newby, Barbie Fields, Brad Smith, 
Dan Rickman, Ann Poole 
Paul Christensen, Kathy Jacoby, Nick 
DeRuyter, Jim Olson, Bob Holt, Bob 
Bork, Joe Strang 
Lou Harris, Jack Harris, Pierre 
Carbonneau, Scoot Reinsmith, Wendy 
Brown, Randy Rice 
     Jack Harris, Project Chairman 
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WIN $200 

Each Regular MeeƟng has an 
aƩendance drawing where 
two members are randomly 
drawn by computer. Each 
winner receives $200.00 if 
they are present.  

DATED MATERIAL 
March 2026 

 

 

 

Photos submitted by Howard Ritter 

March bingo 
Dates: 

Sunday, March 8 
Sunday, March 22 

3—5 p.m. 
Lounge Area 


