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Well, October was interesting. The breakfast from the Knuckleheads 
was a big hit, Oktoberfest was a blast, we enjoyed the Visitation 
from our DDGER Patti Powell, Emblem Club’s “Day of the Dead” 
celebration, our fantastic Halloween Party, we passed our health in-
spection with only 1 checkmark that we resolved immediately, and 
we even survived the Scam that came from my email addressed to 
each of our members. As soon as I was alerted that a scam was in 
process, I reported the issue, sent a warning through Facebook and 
had the front office send out emails to all our members alerting you 
all about the hacked email and scam. I don’t know how that happened, but I do know 
that 3 other lodges also were hacked. Thank you to the members that reached out to 
me about the problem. Remember to call me with any questions you might have about 
emails from me. 707-599-7305.  
 
Moving forward in November, there are plenty of events and activities happening at 
your Lodge. We need volunteers to make these events happen. With our Redwood 
Roamers off on their cruise, it has left us shorthanded (We didn’t realize how much 
they really do for this Lodge.)  So, we are asking you for your support. Please call the 
Lodge to volunteer in the kitchen, at the door, cash register, serving food, and any-
thing else you think you might enjoy doing. 707-442-6652. 
I, myself, will be off to Mid-Term in Santa Clara along with some of my officers in 
early November and have canceled the Lodge meeting on the 5th. When I return, I will 
be preparing to have my left hip replaced and will be out of commission for 5 to 6 
weeks. Pattrick Gillmore will be stepping up to cover my duties while I am recover-
ing.  
 
The Elks Thanksgiving dinner will be served on November 23rd and you won’t want 
to miss that! 
 
The Elks Memorial will be held on November 30th at 11am in the Lodge Room. We 
have lost several members this year and we will honor them in this event. Please at-
tend.  There will be a breakfast from 8:30 to 11am before the Memorial. All widows 
and widowers are encouraged to attend. 
Remember, we can do anything together that would be impossible to do alone. 
 
Nina Strang, Exalted Ruler 



Eureka Lodge #652          
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01 Culver, Steven 
01 Martinez, Sherri Lynn 
01 Stephens, Keith 
02 Bruga, Kindell 
02 Schulz, Lawana 
02 Tanuma, Sachio 
03 Dardini, Jeanne 
03 Kuykendall, Nancy 
03 Vallerga, Daniel 
04 Blanchard, Aron 
04 Landry-Rehling, Donna 
04 Riddle, Maria 
04 Hartman, Ronald 
05 Smith, Gerald 
06 Kirtley, Nancy 
06 Smith, Bradley K 
06 Sundquist, Villiam C 
06 Vader, Silvia 
07 Andersen, Todd 
07 Barry, Linda 
07 Comer, William James 
07 Conlon, Thomas Dee 
07 Dokweiler, Roy 
07 Hesse, David 
08 Kotterman, Skyler 
08 McDonald, Dennis 
08 Mitchell, Sharon 
08 Woodward, Amber 
09 Wardrip, Donald L 
10 Emery, Jeff 
10 Maher, Tracy K 
10 Newby Pamela 

10 Powell, Pamela 
11 Boddie, Lewis F 
11 Dayton, Jeffrey 
11 Genter, Thomas 
11 Hart, Cliff 
11 Johnston, Desmond 
13 Abbott Jr, Milton 
13 Ericson, Raymond Pall 
13 Raby, Sharon 
13 Stringer, Brian E 
14 McBeth, Rob 
14 McNamara, Russell 
14 Semas, Terrin 
15 Christie, Ryan 
15 Dyar, Harold 
15 Robbinson, Jerry 
16 Dian, Mark 
16 Henry, Michael 
16 Jacks, Wanda 
17 Arbuthnot, Daniel 
17 Bailey, Rick 
17 Moore, Fred 
17 Ow, Robert 
17 Swift, Thomas 
18 Kloss, James 
18 Patterson, Thomas R 
18 Payer, Robert 
18 Soares, Joe 
19 Brennan, Tim 
19 Hunt, Frank 
19 Vance, Larry C 
20 Collier, Joan 

20 Howser, Suzie 
20 Pratt, Frank 
20 Sampson, John 
21 Tuck, Chelsea 
22 Anderson, James M 
22 Bolton, Roy Craig 
22 Christiansen, Teresa 
22 Diggs, Marci 
22 Gomes, Nelson 
23 Alto, Gary 
23 Pearce, Roland 
24 Andrews, Dennis 
24 Gale, Jeanne 
24 McBeth, John 
24 Meng, Kathleen 
25 Hilfiker, Harold 
58 Juell, Stacey 
58 Kohl, David 
25 Oliveira, JoAnne 
26 Giacomini, Francis 
26 Jordan, Donna 
26 Pires, Michael 
26 Thomason, Scotty Ray 
27 Brooks, Johathan 
28 Crawford, Christine 
28 Foote, Audrey 
28 Langer, Dean 
29 Belloni, Helen 
29 Bullard, David 
29 Ivancich, Paul 
29 Rynearson, Mark 
29 Woodcock, Joan 
30 Sebok, Denise Pieper 

Crying Towel 
October  Lodge Meetings 
Blake Nilsen 

Ageana Brett 

Hilda Landowski 

Kent Lende 

Gabriel Bennett 

Dave Olson  

David Tyson 

Michael Romas 

 

To Our Absent Members 
      Member            Born            Initiated       Deceased       Years  Age 
Darren Toland      04/13/1970   05/06/2021   10/06/2025        4      55 



Leading Knight 
Greetings fellow Eureka Elks,  

As we move into the final months of the calendar year, your team of Lodge Of-
ficers is gearing up for an important trip to Santa Clara for the California-Hawaii 
Elks Association (CHEA) Midterm Conference, taking place November 6th 
through 9th. This annual midterm is a valuable opportunity for officers from 
across the state to receive updated training, share best practices, and strengthen 
connections with both district and state personnel. These sessions ensure our 
Lodge continues to operate effectively, uphold the values of Elkdom, and serve 
our members and community with pride. 

With the holiday season fast approaching, it is also a time to reflect on all that we are thankful for — 
our health, our families, and the fellowship we share as Elks. This season reminds us to extend that 
gratitude outward, to think of those in need, and to give what we can. Whether it is a donation of 
time, resources, or simply kindness, every act of generosity strengthens our community and carries 
forward the spirit of giving that defines our Lodge. As we enter this season of gratitude and giving, 
let us remember that being an Elk means more than membership — it means being part of a family 
dedicated to making a difference. 

Looking ahead to December, we have an exciting event on the horizon: the Quarter Craze Fund-
raiser for CHEA Major Projects/ Purple Pig is scheduled for Tuesday, December 2nd. This event 
promises to bring Lodge members and the community together for a fun evening of bidding, laugh-
ter, food, and support for our Lodge programs. See the upcoming flyer for more information. To 
make this fundraiser a success, we are currently seeking volunteers and donated items valued at $20-
$25 each to include in the auction. If you are able to help by donating an item, volunteering your 
time, or simply showing up and taking part, your support will make a difference. Contributing direct-
ly, participating or attending helps build the sense of community that keeps our Lodge strong. 

In addition to the upcoming Quarter Craze Fundraiser, my ongoing projects for CHEA Major Pro-
jects/ Purple Pig — the Lodge Recycling Challenge and Cans for Kids — continue to merit your 
attention. Please consider participating. These programs not only benefit local children and families 
but also promote sustainability and community engagement. Every can recycled and every contribu-
tion collected goes directly toward helping others, and we encourage all members to stay involved. If 
this form of participation doesn’t suit you, please consider joining the Recurring Doner Program for 
Major Projects.  Please reach out to me with questions or for details on any of these programs. 

A Reminder of Volunteer Spirit. It is important to remember that our Lodge is operated entirely by 
volunteers — members who generously give their time and effort to keep our programs, events, and 
operations running smoothly. The strength of our Lodge truly depends on the participation and enthu-
siasm of its members. Whether it’s an hour here and there, or a more regular commitment, every bit 
of help matters. If you have questions about how to get involved or would like to offer your support 
in any way, please reach out to any Lodge Officer or speak with the clerk at the front office. Together 
we can continue to uphold the Elks’ traditions of Charity, Justice, Brotherhood, and Fidelity. 

As always, I am honored to serve the Lodge as your Leading Knight. Please come out and enjoy your 
Lodge; and if you see me or any of the other officers, please stop and say HI!.  

Fraternally,                                                                                                                                            
Patrick Gillmore                                                                                                                                    
Esteemed Leading Knight 2025-2026 



 

Secretary’s Corner 

  
It’s my pleasurer to introduce our new front office Reception 
Clerk, Emily Vineyard. Emily is training with Crystal until 
Crystal moves into her new job. Stop by when you are at the 
Lodge and say hi. Angela Toland, our accounting clerk, is back 
after some personal time off to care for her husband. My sin-
cere thanks to Scotty and Sherie Thomason for assisting in the 
back office during Angela’s absence.  
 
Membership recruitment is booming. We initiated six during a special initiation 
held on a Thursday to accommodate their schedule. We initiated twelve on the reg-
ular Wednesday. There are another twenty in the line. When a member brings in 
eleven candidates they are entitles to a free Elks wrist watch. Jerry Stewart will 
probably be wearing one for Christmas. Several others are close behind.  
 
We have started using our new point of sale system. It will take some time for our 
volunteer bartenders and reception workers to get used to using the system. It will 
make some thing easier for both the customer and the server. Mostly, it will help on 
the accounting side. Brad Smith, PDDGER, District Leader, Lodge Secretary 
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Our New Members 

Donna Becker, Alice Crowley, Andrew Eisner, Stan Eisner, Michelle Harbin Fite 

Rebecca Keller, Patrick More, Jim Nielsen, Ken Nielsen, Shannon Paul Reck, 

Richard Wood initiated October 15th. Rick Bergman (Reinstated, Carmical Lodge) 
 

 

 



 

Redwood Roamers 
 

Greetings from the Redwood Roamers! 
 
We just got back from our Do Nothing Rally @ Richardson Grove RV Park,  hosted 
by Trailblazers Dan & Crystal Arbuthnot and Greasers Glen & Corinne Stromstad!  
This laidback weekend was all about slowing down, relaxing & enjoying the com-
pany of our members without any scheduled activities.  We did however attend a 
BBQ fundraiser for the Piercy Volunteer Fire Department on Saturday night where 
we had our choice of a steak or chicken dinner with all the trimmings.  The dessert 
table was AMAZING!  Friday night we had a “Hawaiian themed” potluck where 
there were A LOT of Hawaiian meatballs.  LOL.  The rest of the time was spent ex-
ploring the local gift shops, relaxing under the trees or polishing up on the game of 
washers.  We ended the day around the fire pits every evening just sharing stories.  
A great time was had by all and we look forward to our next outing in Benbow next 
month. 
 
Crystal Arbuthnot, Trailblazer 

REDWOOD ROAMERS MEET ON THE 1ST WEDNESDAY OF 

EACH MONTH! 

 

NEXT MEETING IS NOVEMBER  5th 

@  

4:30pm AT THE LODGE 
 
 



 

Elks Lodge Memorial 
 
Our Elks Lodge Memorial will be held on November 30th this year at 11 am in the Lodge 
Room.  
The Emblem Club will be cooking Breakfast for our members from 8:30 am until 11 am. 
The cost will be $20 each, bring cash or checks (credit cards cannot be processed by 
Emblem.) Please, come have breakfast and attend the Memorial. It is a beautiful cere-
mony. 
We are mandated to hold the Memorial on the 1st Sunday in December but that day is not 
available. We have asked and received dispensation to move the date this year. 
The Lodge Memorial is to remember all of our departed members that left us this year. 
We are inviting all of our widows and widowers to attend this special event and light a 
candle for their loved one. All members are invited to come join us in this solum cere-
mony. 
 
Nina Strang, Exalted Ruler 
Eureka Elks #652 
 
 

Clerk’s Huddle  

Hello Everyone!  

I would like to introduce you all to Emily, your new clerk. She has been working with me for the last few 

weeks and is a great asset to our Lodge! I will continue to be here to help her learn the ropes of Elkdom until 

my new job is ready for me to come onboard. (Unfortunately, the government shutdown has delayed my new 

employment.)  

Any Special Events or Celebrations of Life inquiries will be handled by our Special Events Coordinator, 

Pam Cosel. All phone calls or messages will be forwarded to her to be followed up with details, dates, and 

contracts. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Pam @ 512-944-7128 or the House Commit-

tee Chair, Brian Smith @ 707-407-5553.  

SAVE THE DATES OF JANUARY 16-18: Weekend in the Redwoods is coming quickly and we have ear-

ly registration for $100. This price includes Cook Your Own Steak Friday Night, the Saturday Crab Feed, 

and Breakfast Sunday Morning. The early registration deal ends on November 10th, so get your tickets soon! 

Almost Dangerous will be playing on Saturday after the Crab Feed, thank you to the Clark’s from the Lake-

port Lodge!  

Please take a moment and introduce yourself to Emily and remember there are a lot of you and only one of 

her. I always thought that it’s not the new person that needs a name tag, it’s everyone else. Enjoy the day and 

we will see you at the Lodge!  

Fraternally,  

Crystal Flaherty  



Bible Talk by Richard Krings 

Brief Bio: I’m a Nebraska farm boy who grew up in the 50’s and 60’s. I got drafted into 
the US Army in 1971 and eventually found myself assigned to Ft. Carson, CO. I attend-
ed Colorado State University and graduated with a Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine. I 
moved to Eureka in 1981 and enjoyed nearly 30 years owning and operating a veteri-
nary hospital. I sold it in 2008 and retired. I’ve been a member of the Elks for nearly 20 
years. 
 
I had a quote hanging on the wall in my office that said, “If you don’t know where you 
are going, you will probably end up somewhere else”. I was pretty sure I didn’t want to 
end up somewhere else, so I’ve always set goals. Even though I grew up going to 
church, I knew almost nothing about the Bible and what it said about life after death. 
So, after reading the Bible cover to cover several times and multiple weekly Bible stud-
ies over the past 20 years, I understand why the gospel is called “good news”. I’ve dia-
logued with many people over the past few years about what happens after you die. The 
answers are all over the board…. from you get placed into a grave and get eaten by 
worms to everyone goes to heaven. Some reply life ceases to exist resulting in nothing-
ness for eternity. 
 
My hope over the next few months is to expound on Biblical truths and how they affect 
you and me. Next month is Christmas, celebrating the entry of Jesus Christ into this 
world. He is the central figure in human history such that we measure time based on His 
birth (BC and AD). So who is Jesus Christ and why did He come into this world?  
Stay tuned, 
 
Richard Krings, Member of Eureka Elks Lodge 

Special Words From Angela Toland 
Good Day Fellow Elks, 
 
A personal note from the accounting office, simply thank you.  Thank 
you Lodge for the encouragement, compassion, empathy, kind gestures, 
time in prayer for us, acts of service etc., all of the things.  Especially 
Sharon & Scotty Thomason who immediately stepped into my office 
without hesitation.  It is so wonderfully organized now, I thank you both 
respectfully!  This new season has my deepest gratitude for the grace you all bestowed 
upon our little family during this inconceivable trial. 
 
All my love, 
Angela Toland 



Veteran’s Corner 
"So long as there are veterans  

The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 

will never forget them” 
Our annual R.E.D Dinner will be held on November 7, 2025 in conjunction with 
Friday Night Cook Your Own Steak Night (CYOS).  R.E.D. Friday, “Remembering 
Everyone Deployed” is held annually on the Friday preceding Veterans Day and 
recognizes those presently serving in our Armed Forces. Veterans Day, November 
11, is a designated Federal holiday intended to honor all who served in the Ameri-
can armed forces. Dinner that night provides the Lodge the opportunity to recog-
nize both “Active” and “Veteran” members for their service to our nation. A Miss-
ing Man Table will be set  in honor of fallen, missing, or imprisoned military ser-
vice members. As always, all members of the Lodge and guests are encouraged to 
attend CYOS dinners. Veteran members are especially encouraged to attend that 
evening.     
The Veterans Committee meets at 5:30 PM the second Monday of the month at the 
lodge.  
Jack Harris – Committee Chairman 
Eureka Emblem Club to Host Veterans Fundraiser Table At CYOS                 

                                          Dinner December 5th 
On Friday, December 5, 2025 from 5 p.m.-7:30 p.m. the Emblem Veterans Com-
mittee Chairperson, Macheal Haskins, along with Emblem and Elk member, Suzie 
Owsley, will host a table of gifts made or donated by Emblem members to raise 
money solely for their ongoing Veterans Project. The money raised will help con-
tinue the Emblem Club’s dedication to helping support local veterans. “We visit 
Nation’s Finest veterans residential housing unit several times a year with dona-
tions of stamps, stationery, bagged coffee, books/magazines, snacks, and more. 
During the holidays we work with the housing administration to supply hams, pies, 
and other food to make their holidays more enjoyable,” said Macheal Haskins. 
 
This holiday season, crafty members of Emblem are making a variety of Christmas 
holiday items that would make perfect hostess gifts or small presents for someone 
special that you would like to remember at Christmastime. “We have great sewers 
and crafters in our club and they have been busy making items to donate for this 
special fundraiser,” said Macheal. 
 
***Please note—we will be accepting cash or checks only. We do not have the ca-
pability to accept credit cards. 
 
We would like to thank the Elks Lodge for supporting our special Veterans Project. 
For more information contact Macheal @ 707-441-4982, or Suzie @ 707-496-5400 

 



 

 

Elks National Hoop Shoot Free Throw Contest 

Hosted by Eureka Elks Lodge #652 

 

 

Where - First Church of the Nazarene Gym                                                                              

(2039 E. St, Eureka, CA) 

When – November 8, 2025 

Registration at 9:30 AM 

Contest Starts at 10 AM 

For Boys and Girls Ages 8-13 as of 4/1/26 

Boys and Girls Compete in three different groups                                                                       

(8-9) (10-11) (12-13) 

Winners advance to district, state, regional and national contest. 

 

For more information contact: 

Brian Smith, Elks #652 Hoop Shoot Coordinator, kayaker.brian@sbcglobal.net, 

707-407-5553 

  



 

California & Hawaii Elks Assoc. 

Eureka Lodge #652 
 

 2025 Drug Awareness Program Contest 
 

Theme: "Drugs are a Grave Mistake" 
 

$ Cash Prizes $ 
______________________________________ 

 
The purpose of the DAP Poster Contest is to involve children, schools and parents in the Elks 
Drug Awareness Program. 
 
Three contests are available for students of different ages.  

Poster Contest: (grades 3rd, 4th and 5th) Posters should be submitted on 8½” × 11″ inch paper.   

Essay contest: (grades 6th, 7th and 8th) Length: No longer than 250 words.   Paper size: 8½” × 

11″ Text: Typed, computer generated text, hand written or hand printed).   

Video contest open to three groups:  Pre-High School and High School.  Participants may be an 
individual or group.  Length of the video should be 2 to 5 minutes and on a flash drive or similar 

“mobile” media in readable format.   

Awards by the California and Hawaii Elks Association for each contest include; 
  $400 1st place       $300 2nd place       $200 3rd place 
 
Each Elks District will also award $100 to each contest winner from the district. 
 
Eureka Lodge #652 will also award $100 to each contest winner from the local community. 
 
All Entries must include Students Name, Age, School and Contact information: email and 
phone number 
 
Entry should be submitted no later than December 1, 2025 to: 
 
Entries may be mailed directly to DAP Chairman at 2379 Ariel Way, Arcata, CA, 95521 or 
dropped off at the Elks Lodge at 445 Herrick Ave. in Eureka, CA. 
 
Contact:   https://chea-elks.org/youth-activities/drug-awareness                                                                
or Jack Harris, jacknlou71 @sbcglobal.net, 775-722-1778 for more information.  
 



 

District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler Patti Powell & her partner 

Candy Visited our Lodge on October 15th.  A good time was had by 

all with a wonderful dinner prepared by Debbie Stewart & the 

Knuckleheads. 



The Veterans Annual Car & Motorcycle 
Show Held September 27th Was A Great Success! 

82 Vintage Cars, Trucks & Motorcycles Showed 
Over 300 attended the event which raised $7,000.  The funds 

raised go to help local veterans with dinners, warm clothes, 

boots and rain gear for winter and help supplement food 

needs for the veteran’s pantry and clinic! 

Thank You Pierre Carbonneau and Elk volunteers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Michelle Davis, Ernie Nunes, Linda West, Pierre Carbonneau, 

Diane Viale & Jack Harris 

 

Relocation Of The Grandfather Clock 

 



125th Birthday Celebration 
Original Edward H. Mitchell Post Card 

Of The Eureka Elks Lodge From 1910 

 

Please come and 

help us plan 

Our 125th 

Birthday Celebration 

Next Meeting Is 

 

November 11th  @ 

4:30pm 

In The Lounge 



Eureka Elks Lodge Building Needs Your Help 

Our beautiful building is in need of a roof and much needed upkeep. 

The lodge is having a fund raising drive to help with the cost.  

• Roof replacement 

• Painting and trim 

• Deck repairs and staining. 

• Ground repair. 

$25 dollar donation you are a Bronze contributor. 

$50 dollars -Silver 

$100 dollars-Gold 

$250 dollars- Platinum 

$500 dollars- Diamond 

$1000 dollars-Legacy  

A Redwood burl will be displayed at the lodge showcasing our donors. 

Please send your contribution to: 

 Eureka Elks Lodge Building Fund 

445 Herrick Ave 

Eureka Ca 95503 

October Donors 

Tom & Ellen Gill   $100 

Ernie & Linda Nunes   $100 

Robert & Jeanette Bartley $1000 

 
 

 

 







 



A Special Thank You 

To Our Sponsors 

For Contributing 

To Make Our Herd Talk Possible! 

 

Forbes Cabinets-Interior Woodworking 

RE/MAX—Norman Day 

Leon’s Car Care Center 

Carbonneau Ceramic Tile, Inc. 

Felicia & Mark Costa 

Humboldt Premier Properties 

 

Pacific Bell Hill Airbnb’s 

Airbnb.com/h/pacific-bell-hill-studio 

Airbnb.com/h/pacific-bell-hill-house 

 

Campton Electric 
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Electronic Service Requested 

WIN $200 

Each Regular Meeting has an 

attendance drawing where 

two members are randomly 

drawn by computer. Each 

winner receives $200.00 if 

they are present.  

DATED MATERIAL 
November 2025 

Don’t Miss Out 
 

Eureka Lodge Kid’s Christmas Celebration  

December 6th @ 10:30am 

Crafts, Lunch & Santa With Gifts 

See Flyer In This Herd Talk 

Thanksgiving Dinner @ The Lodge 

Sunday, November 23rd @ 3pm 

$20 

R.E.D. Veterans CYOS 

November 7th @ 6:30pm 
See Veterans Corner Article In This Herd 


