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Fidelity * Charity * Justice * Brotherly Love 

What an emotional and rewarding Grand National Elks Convention! 
Thank you all so much for allowing me the privilege of attending this 
year’s convention. I never realized how much of an impact this trip would 
have on my life. Over 6000 voices in one room pledging their allegiance to 
our flag, sent goosebumps down my spine. We watched our State President 
post our State Flag on the stage along with all the other states flags. We, all 
the Exalted Rulers, from around the United States of America, got to wit-
ness the Installation of our new Grand Exalted Ruler, Bryan Klatt. As well 
as the many other positions that keep our organization alive and well, in-
cluding our very own Patty Powell who was sworn in again as our District 
Deputy to the Grand Exalted Ruler. There was so much to take in, and only 4 days to do it.  I 
had the privilege to represent our lodge in the voting process on some important items for our 
lodges: 

1. To make participation in them physical loss and crime coverage policy procured by 
Grand Lodge optional for Local Lodges and to require proof of alternative insurance 
coverage. Failed 845 Yes to 2120 No 

2. To allow a Lodge to satisfy the bond requirement for the Lodge Secretary through an 
outside insurance company. Failed 872 Yes to 2120 No 

3. To allow a Lodge to satisfy the bond requirement for the Lodge Treasurer through an 
outside insurance company. Failed 872 Yes to 2093 No 

4. To authorize the issuance of electronic membership card, allow the Office of the Grand 
Secretary to determine requirements, and require Local Lodges to recognize an elec-
tronic membership card in the same manner as paper cards. Passed 2502 Yes to 456 No 

5. To define what constitutes a Lodge Affiliate. Passed 2778 to 190 
6. To Clarify the suspension of the social privileges of a member applies to all social func-

tions and social activities of the order. Passed 2836 Yes to 134 No 
7. To clarify, if a Local Lodge adds the Secretary and Treasurer to the Board of Directors, 

the Lodge must ensure such action is consistent with its corporate documents.   Passed 
2779 Yes to 164 No 

The workshop on the Electronic Membership Cards was fascinating and I can’t wait to see 
where they will go with this concept! There were so many workshops to attend and we cov-
ered as many as we could while still supporting the local Lodges in Kansas City, MO.  
I want to yell from the rooftops and sincerely thank our VOLUNTEERS for all the hours 
and hard work they put into our Lodge! We want to encourage ALL our members to come 
out and volunteer. This is your Lodge. We as members need to work together to make this 
Lodge the place, we want to hang out and have fun! Without the volunteers to keep us go-
ing, we will not be able to have a lodge. We aren’t asking for an 8-hour shift of volunteer-
ing, an hour or 2 a month or every once in awhile, can make all the difference.  Our PER 
Barry Smith says “Many hands make light work”, I say “Together we can do anything 
that would be impossible to do alone.” Our Grand Exalted Ruler, Bryan Klatt says “Be the 
difference.” Let’s all step up to the challenge and volunteer! 
 
Nina Strang, Exalted Ruler 
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Leading Knight 

Greetings to my fellow members of Elks Lodge #652, 

August has arrived, and as I reflect on July, I realize that a lot went on.  
First, I am reminded that my duties as your Leading Knight are to assist 
the Exalted Ruler in conducting the business of the Lodge and preside in 
her absence.  I had another great month working alongside our Exalted 
Ruler, Nina Strang, on numerous committees and projects.  And I was 
honored to preside in her absence at the July 2nd Lodge meeting, as she 
was representing us in Kansas City at the Elks National Convention.  Although it was only a 
business meeting and did not include the initiation ritual, I was very honored to lead the 
proceedings. 
  
I stayed busy in July working as a volunteer tiling the front door and working in the kitchen 
and dining room.  Also, accompanied by my First Lady and your current Inner Guard, Ja-
net Humble, attended the CHEA President’s visitation in Crescent City on Saturday, Au-
gust 19th.  What an awesome opportunity to meet fellow Elks from our Great Northwest dis-
trict as well as state officials who accompanied President Scott Stephens and his First Lady, 
Mary Kay, on their journey.  Henry and Tiffany Geiger hosted a wonderful event, and a 
good time was had by all. 
 
Turning to fundraising, my “Purple Pig Recycling Challenge” at Hambro Recycling located 
in the Redwood Acres parking lot is fully operational but has not received much activity yet.  
Hopefully, you are all collecting your recyclables and preparing to accept my challenge 
soon.  The second part of my project “Cans for Kids” will be operational by the first of Au-
gust as Jerry Stewart, your Lecturing Knight, and myself put the finishing touches on our 
Purple Pig aluminum can receptacle.  It will be located at the corner of the Lodge building 
near the flagpole ready to accept your donations of bagged aluminum cans.  See the flyer in 
the Herd Talk and look for more on our social media page and the kiosk in the lobby at our 
Lodge.  Please join in and help me achieve my Major Projects fundraising goal for the year. 
Another busy month ahead with many events at the Lodge and participation at the North-
west District Jamboree August 15th through the 17th in Vacaville, California.  More Elks ca-
maraderie, learning, and fun to be had by myself and additional officers from our Lodge.  
Hopefully, you have all returned your ticket stubs and money for the jamboree drawing as I 
would love to hear your name called as a winner.  For a full report on those happenings, 
please plan to join us at the Lodge meeting on Wednesday, August 20.  Until then, I hope to 
see you at the Lodge. 
 
Patrick Gillmore                                                                                                                                    

Leading Knight 
 

 

 

 



The Lodge will be celebrating its 125th Anniversary next year. 
We were instituted in 1901. A part of that celebration is the issu-
ance of a challenge coin as seen below. The coin will be sold for 
$20 each, or 6 for $100. We have ordered 1000, which will be 
here very soon. Those of you who want to ensure they get a coin 
can pay the Lodge Secretary or visit the clerk’s office. 
 
Lapsation is down to 11%, which is good, but we can do better. 
Traditionally, we end the year at about 5%. Membership is up to 
over 1,350. I would like to reach 1,400 so please recruit your friends. Remember, 
visit the Lodge once as a guest, come twice as a friend, and join on the third visit. 
There are a lot of “friends” that enjoy the Lodge multiple times. Please hand them 
an application.  
 
Friday night dinners are down in attendance for several reasons. There are a lot of 
things to do on Friday nights during the summer months outside of the Lodge. 
Cooking your own steak may not have the same appeal because we have done it 
for years. It has always been a great event, drawing new members especially with 
the dance band. Perhaps other meals or other ideas would perk things up on Fri-
days. There is a suggestion box in the hallway of the Lodge. Give us your ideas for 
change.  

 
Fraternally yours, 
 

Brad Smith, PDDGER, District Leader, Lodge Secretary 
                   
                  COIN  FRONT                                                 COIN BACK 

Lodge Secretary’s Corner 



Elks National Foundation Challenge 

 

Members of Eureka Elks Lodge #652. My name is Brian Smith, 

and I am your ENF Fundraising chair for the 2025-26 year. Like 

all Elks, the Foundation values the belief that charity is the greatest 

of all virtues and that by sharing and giving, we have the power to 

replace sorrow and despair with hope and confidence. Donations to 

the Foundation helps us fund programs that match our cornerstone 

values of knowledge, integrity, and community. Through this pro-

gram, our lodge receives grants that support and improve Eureka’s youth and veter-

ans programs as well as other community projects.  

I would like to challenge each member to participate in this wonderful program. 

Last year our lodge finished second-to-last in membership support in our district. I 

have faith that our lodge can easily finish this year in first place. Tax deductible do-

nations can be made online or by finding me at the lodge. 

Make a convenient and secure on-line donation by scanning the QR Code below. 

Consider joining the Fidelity Club to make easy monthly donations. 

(Please be sure to enter your Lodge number (652) and your member number which 

can be found on your membership card.) 

Please visit the www.Elks.org/ENF for more information. 

 

      

 

 

                      



 

 

 

"So long as there are veterans  

The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 

will never forget them” 

The Veteran’s Committee is extremely thankful to the Eureka 4th Degree Assem-
bly along with the Arcata and Fortuna Councils of the Knights of Columbus for 
their donation of $600 in non-perishable food items for the Eureka Veterans Medi-
cal Clinic’s “Little Food Pantry”.  The “Little Food Pantry” was established by Air 
Force veterans Millie Crummett and Katie Lansing to provide essential food assis-
tance to numerous Veterans facing difficult circumstances especially those who do 
not qualify for any of the existing assistance programs. Inspired by the success of 
the "Little· Food Pantry" the Eureka Elks Veterans Committee has launched its 
own Little Food Pantry project at the VA Clinic. Presently the committee has com-
mitted a $1000 to help replenish the pantry on a bi-quarterly basis.   
 
The committee is actively engaged in fundraising for the project by reaching out to 
other fraternal, veteran groups, and community organizations in raising communi-
ty awareness to ensure the long-term success of this vital program. As a member of 
the Lodge, you are encouraged to share this information with others. The ultimate 
goal is to expand the pantry's capacity to meet the growing need within our com-
munity.   
 
Veterans Committee meetings are held at the Lodge on the 2nd Monday of the 
month, 5:30 PM.  Our next meeting is August 11, 2025.  We encourage you to join 
us. One does not have to be a veteran to serve on the committee.      
 
Please contact Jack Harris at jacknlou71@sbcglobal.net  or 775-722-1778 for more 
information.   
 
Jack Harris, Veterans Committee Chairman                                                                                     

Veterans Committee 



Redwood Roamer Update: 
The 652 Redwood Roamers have been busy travelling throughout Northern CA 
and Southern Ore in search of exciting adventure, high romance and just good 
camp food.  The Roamer trek to Winchester Bay & Reedsport for the International 
wood carving contest was memorable.  Artists from as far away as Australia con-
tributed their talents, and some Roamers made memorable purchases to take 
home.  It is truly remarkable how the artist can transform a massive log into a 
beautiful art form.   
 
Upcoming trips include McCloud, Ancient Redwoods, and the Klamath Adventure.  
In addition, the RV park committee and the Roamer volunteers recently completed 
a maintenance work party on the park including weed control, cleanup and a re-
pair of the camp host’s rig.  The highlight of the day was to install our North Coast 
SASQUATCH next to the park kiosk.  He (or she) is secured, and a red eye was 
added for dramatic effect.  Beware of the angry stink eye. The Big Foot crew in-
cluded Gene & Theresa McCormick, Dave Eberhardt, Charlie Blunk, Bob Holt, 
Dan Rickman, Rod Ledbetter, Wendy Browne, and Howard Ritter 
 
Many thanks to our Camp Host, Dan Rickman, for welcoming our RV travelers 
with walking tours of our historic Lodge. 

 

 

Redwood Roamers 



California Hawaii Elks Association 

President Scott Stephens &  

First Lady Mary Kay’s Visitation To 

The “Great” Northwest District 

July 18th-20th 

Crescent City Lodge 

Our New Members 
Initiated July 16th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Richard Haberman-Reinstated, Will Clark, David Lonn, Tyler Sanders 

Joan Schlinkert, Nicole Stewart & Robert Whipple 



6th Annual Elks Blood Drive 

Thank you to the thirty-two donors who participated in our 6th Annual Elks 
Blood Drive held on Wednesday June 25th.  We had twenty-three donors go to 
the Blood Bank and nine people came to the Blood Mobile at the lodge. The 
thirty-two donated units helped build up the much needed supply at the Blood 
Bank. Ten Elk members participated and were entered into a drawing for two 
FREE Friday Night Cook Your Own Steak Dinners. This gift certificate was 
donated by our Exalted Ruler, Nina Strang. The winner was Louise Goff who 
has participated in several of our drives. Other Elk members who donated 
were Mark Allen, Janet Biasca, Becky Giacomini, Patrick Gillmore, Jack 
Nash, Russell Owsley, Scott Reinsmith, Barry Smith and Dee Vallee.  
 
Many rules regarding travel, getting tattoos, and medications are no longer in 
effect. If you’ve been told you could not donate for these reasons, please call 
the Blood Bank (707) 443-8004) to see if you are now eligible. One unit of do-
nated blood can help save up to three lives!! 
 
Lynn McKenna, Blood Drive Organizer  
 

Our 1st Antler Member  

 Eureka Elks Lodge  #652 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Cooper Vick being pinned by Jim Olson 



Elks Drug Awareness Program 

The Elks Drug Awareness Program Resource Center (DAP) provides parents, teachers and 
kids access to educational materials including anti-drug literature, videos, coloring books, 
posters, public service announcements and prevention tools for parents along with infor-
mation on the annual poster, essay and video contests. Two of the examples of the re-
sources are listed below.  DAP resources can be found under “Our Programs” at the Elks 
National website, elks.org. 
 
Jack Harris, Drug Awareness Program 

Elks Kids Zone and more 

 

Elks Teen Zone 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save The Date 

The “Great” Northwest District 

Jamboree 2025 

August 15th & 16th 
We are excited to announce that this year’s Jamboree 

will be held at the Vacaville Lodge #2638 

As part of the festivities, you will be receiving raffle 

tickets and the prizes are CASH!! 

Proceeds from the raffle will go toward supporting 

important programs such as: 

Drug Awareness, American Easy Contest, National 

Veterans Programs, Elks Training, Ritual & More 

Good Fun, Fellowship & Food 

We Hope To See You There! 

 

Thank you to all who help make the fire works booth a success!!! 
First and foremost thank you to Scotty and Sharie Thomason for 
all your hard work from start to finish!!! Thank you to the guys 
who help put up and take down the fireworks booth : Patrick Gill-
more, Gene McCormick, Jerry Stewart, Charlie Blunk, Dan Rick-
man, Shawn Doebel, Jim Olson, Scotty Thomason, Howard Ritter 
and Brett Engel. Thank you to the volunteers who help sell fireworks: Bob Bart-
ley, Debbie and Jerry Stewart, Wendy Browne, Dennis Hunter, Scotty and Sharie 
Thomason and Shawn Doebel. 
Thank you to Don’s Rent-All for the container! 
Thank you all who came and purchased fireworks. This year we raised 33.42% 
more than last year !!! That’s so wonderful as all the monies we raise go to our 
youth in our community!!! Awesome job!!! 
Thank you again to everyone who helped , bought and came by to chat!! 
 
Fraternally grateful, 
Marta Martinez  



Veterans, Elks, and Guests, please help our Veteran’s Committee have the largest Veter-
an’s Committee fundraiser in 2025! We look forward to all of our members and participants 
who, for the last eight years, brought their autos, classics, Corvettes, 4-wheelers, pickups, and 
of course, motorcycles in those past years. Last year over 27 trophies were presented! 

  
If you would like to participate this year by registering a vehicle or donating any prizes 

please contact Pierre @ 707-499-8371 or the Clerk’s office @ 707-442-6652, ext. 0. Your dona-
tions and participation is always welcome! You are all truly appreciated. 

  
Early registration forms are now available at the Lodge or you may request one through 

our email at elks652carshow@gmail.com. You may see some of our flyers around town as a re-
minder to get your registration in early! 

  
Warm regards to all of the Veteran’s Committee, staff and volunteers without your hard 

work and dedication this event could not happen. 
  
Special guest trophies are offered from businesses, organizations, various groups, and in-

dividuals for $67 each. Please place orders soon. Any donations you are able to make will help 
ensure that this fundraiser a great success. 

 
If you want to donate, purchase, or have any questions or concerns please call Pierre @ 

707-499-8371 
 
On behalf of The Veteran’s Committee and Elks Lodge #652, we extend our deepest grat-

itude and appreciation to all of you who contribute to and participate in this wonderful event. 



Texas Brisket Night 

At The Elks Lodge 

August 30th  

Alan Bobillot And The Buckaroos Are Serving Up 

Slow Smoked Texas Style Brisket 

Southern Style Corn on the Cob 

Texas Style Baked Beans 

Smoked Cornbread 

Texas Caviar & Chips 

Dr Pepper Chocolate Sheet Cake 

w/Vanilla Ice Cream 

Lone Star Lemonade Available @ The Bar 

$25 for Dinner—Reserve by 5pm Wed., 8/27 

Fun Starts @ 5pm 

Call The Lodge For Reservations 

(707)442-6652 

Door Prize For Best Cowboy Outfit! 

Hats Are Welcome For This Event! 









125th Birthday Celebration 
Original Edward H. Mitchell Post Card 

Of The Eureka Elks Lodge From 1910 

 

Please come and 

help us plan 

Our 125th 

Birthday Celebration 

Next Meeting Is 

 

August 11th @ 

4:30pm 

In The Lounge 



 

Things To Know!!! 

 

We Are Currently Looking For Volunteers For  

Salad Bar Prep on Friday Mornings 

Contact Exalted Ruler Nina Strang 

(707) 599-7305 

 

TOPs AKA Those Old Painters  

Meet Tuesdays 10am-1pm 

For Painting and Craft Fun 

Bridge Club 

Meet Tuesdays 9:30-3pm 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Jenga 

August 27th @ 7pm 

 Roamer’s vs.  Office Staff 

 

 

Sunday Bingo! 

August 10th & 31st 

3-5pm 

Bar Food! 

 

 

Pinochle & Cribbage 

Every Thursday 

1:30-4pm 



Eureka Elks Lodge Building Needs Your Help 

Our beautiful building is in need of a roof and much needed upkeep. 

The lodge is having a fund raising drive to help with the cost.  

• Roof replacement 

• Painting and Trim 

• Deck repairs and staining. 

• Ground repair. 

$25 dollar donation you are a Bronze contributor. 

$50 dollars -Silver 

$100 dollars-Gold 

$250 dollars- Platinum 

$500 dollars- Diamond 

$1000 dollars-Legacy  

A Redwood burl will be displayed at the lodge showcasing our donors. 

Please send your contribution to: 

 Eureka Elks Lodge Building Fund 

445 Herrick Ave 

Eureka Ca 95503 

 

July Donors 

 
Thomas & Gwynth Maxon $100 

James Pell $100 

 

 



A Special Thank You 

To Our Sponsors 

For Contributing 

To Make Our Herd Talk Possible! 

 

Forbes Cabinets-Interior Woodworking 

RE/MAX—Norman Day 

Leon’s Car Care Center 

Carbonneau Ceramic Tile, Inc. 

Felicia & Mark Costa 

Humboldt Premier Properties 

 

Pacific Bell Hill Airbnb’s 

Airbnb.com/h/pacific-bell-hill-studio 

Airbnb.com/h/pacific-bell-hill-house 

 

Campton Electric 
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WIN $200 

Each Regular Meeting has an 

attendance drawing where 

two members are randomly 

drawn by computer. Each 

winner receives $200.00 if 

they are present.  

DATED MATERIAL 
August 2025 

Don’t Miss Out 

Texas Brisket Night 
August 30th 

Fun Starts @ 5pm 

Door Prize For The Best Cowboy Outfit 

Hats Are Welcome For This Event 

See Flyer In This Herd Talk 

 

Redwood Roamers Next Meeting 

August 13th @ 4:30pm 


