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Fidelity * Charity * Justice * Brotherly Love 

Hello & Happy New Elk’s Year to My Fellow Elks, 

 

I am quite honored to have been elected as our Exalted Ruler for 

the next year.  It has been quite the challenge to try to get up to 

speed over these last few months and even with everything I have 

learned, there is still a lot I need to know about Elkdom and our 

Lodge.  I would like to express my gratitude to Shawn and Marta 

for their dedication and all their hard work. 

 

April and May will be quite busy for our leadership team who have been practic-

ing hard for the Ritual Competition at the end of the month in Lakeport and the 

State Convention in mid May. 

 

As Always, we are in need of volunteers , in particular, we still need a Kitchen 

Manager.  The Kitchen Manager is not responsible for cooking meals but help-

ing to oversee the Custodians, the Events Coordinator, help with inventory con-

trol and help coordinate outside party events along with the House Committee.  

If you have a few hours a week and would like to find out more about this posi-

tion, please talk to me or LaWana Schulz.  I am also  looking for someone to 

help with our new Birthday/Sunshine Group.  The idea is to call at the end of the 

month to wish our members a Happy Birthday and invite them to the 1st 

Wednesday dinner/meeting for a piece of cake,  a free drink and a chance to 

win a free Wednesday Dinner. 

 

I am looking for nominations for Mother Of The Year for our Mother’s Day 

Brunch on May 12th. 

 

As always, please remember that our Lodge is run by volunteers so do your part 

and let them know that they are appreciated.  If you have some time, we would 

love to have you join us.  We would be happy to teach you what we do!  “MANY 

HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK”.  You can contact me by calling the Lodge (707)

442-6652 and leave a message. 

 

Barry Smith, Exalted Ruler 
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01 Boone, Rodney 
01 Long, David 
01 McLaughlin, Andrew 
02 Call, John 
02 Kime, John 
02 Main, Kevin 
02 Moriarty, Mary 
02 Shelton, Chris 
03 Gooch, Robert L 
03 Vallee-Chapman, Jeani 
03 Williamson, Robert M 
03 Woods, Gary 
04 Carrick, Rollie 
04 Ivey, William 
04 Qualls, Terry 
05 Cooney, Yvonne 
05 Ehrhardt, Gareth 
05 Keller, Jeff 
05 Rex, Robert 
05 Simon, Dick 
05 Thomason, Sharon 
06 Robert, Slater 
06 Webster, Terry 
07 Brimlow, Barbara L 
07 Hamanaka, Glenn 
07 Hammann, James 
07 Jensen, Betti 
07 Keltz, Kathy 
07 Kurwitz, George J 
07 Lee, Russell V 
07 Legg, Glenn 
07 Nichols, Kyle 
08 Barsanti, Shel 
08 Bendle, Janis 
08 Stocum, Patty 
08 Underwood, Patricia 
09 Camesi, Marino L 
09 Dean, Lorlys 
09 Saunderson, David 
10 Heim, Heidi 
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11 Miller, Carol 
11 Murphy, Stanwood 
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15 Husband, Betsy 
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15 Wattle, Jared 
16 Johnston, Gloria 
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16 Martinez, Robert A 
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16 Willis, James O 
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17 Smith, Stan 
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18 Olson, James K 
18 Randle, Nicklas 
18 Sipma, Steven A 
19 Jones, James C 
19 Mendoza, Sandra A 
20 Forbes, Dylllan 
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20 Manion, Catherine 
20 Millot, Regina 
20 Owsley, Russell 
20 Silvers, Bart 
21 Taylor, Mark 
22 Carrol, Skylar 
22 Justice, Norman 
22 Lawson, Lonnie 
22 Lindstrand, John C 
22 Yost, Damon 
23 Buchner, Roseann 
23 Demello, Joseph G 
23 Ford, Michael 
23 Norling, Ralph 
24 Horvath, Devin 
24 Ladd, Nathan 
24 McWhorter, Shannon 
24 Moore, Thomas 
25 Edge, Darwin 
25 Gephart, Gregg 
25 Gosselin, Paul 
25 Lende, Jovone 
25 Woolley, John 
26 McBeth, Christopher 
26 McFarland, Allen Roy 
27 Mayhorn, Jason 
27 Miller, Don 
27 Olson, Chad 
27 Rosa, Joe A 
28 Evansizer, Jessee 
28 Keele, Charles 
28 Kelly, Gabrielle 
28 Liscom, Marie 
28 McCue, James 
28 Morris, Sam 
28 Wright, George S 
29 Arnold, Jerry 
29 Friedenbach, Debra 
30 Grinsell, Dennis 
30 Seher, Bradley 
30 Slonim, Sandra 



Eureka Elk’s Lodge Officers 

2024-2025 

Pictured from left to right, front row:  Secretary-Ernie Nunes, Lecturing Knight-Brian Smith, Loyal 

Knight-Larry Vance, Exalted Ruler-Barry Smith, Leading Knight-Nina Strang, Organist-Gina Black and 

Treasurer-William Lambo. Back row: Esquire-Robert Gillmore, Tiler-Marissa Vaudo, Inner Guard-Dana 

Harris, Chaplain-Jerry Stewart, Lodge Trustees-Alan Bobillot, Sherie Bialous, Danny Rickman, Scotty 

Thomason and Brett Engel.  

Hello My Fellow Elks,   

 

My name is Barry Smith, Exalted Ruler Elect for 2024-2025.  I’ve 

been a member of the Eureka Elk’s Lodge for 14 years, a member 

of Six Rivers Masonic Lodge #106 and the Eureka Moose Lodge 

#636. I have been the owner of Barry Smith Construction for 30 

years, member of the Humboldt Builder’s Exchange, Humboldt 

Bay Kiwanis, Eureka Little League and Eureka Parks & Recreation Commis-

sion.  I am also a member of the Harley Owners Group (HOG), United Bikers of 

Northern California (UBNC), Widows Sons Masonic Riders Association and a 

member of a riding group called MOB.  My hobbies are motorcycle riding, 

camping, traveling & family dinners.  Some of my goals as the Exalted Ruler 

are to work closely with all current and new Lodge Officers, re-roof the Eureka 

Elks Lodge Building  and reorganize our kitchen operations.  I look forward to 

the coming year and always available by calling the Lodge and leave a mes-

sage (707)442-6652. 

 

Barry Smith, Exalted Ruler 



Hello My Elk Family! 

 

My name is Nina Strang and I am your new Leading Knight.  I’m a 

native to Humboldt County.  I was born in Fortuna, raised in the 

Arcata bottoms on a dairy ranch until 3rd grade and have spent 

the rest of my time living in Eureka.  I have 3 wonderful sons, one 

which is a member of this Lodge.  I became an Officer in this 

Lodge at the request of a friend when she asked me to be her 

Lecturing Knight.  It’s hard to believe that was two years ago.  

Many of you have seen me around the Lodge selling tickets for 

one fundraiser or another.  I will continue to do so this year while raising money 

for the Purple Pig.  I’m looking forward to seeing you all at the Lodge! 

 

Nina Strang, Leading Knight 

Brian Smith has been a member of Eureka Elks Lodge 652 for about 7 years. He 

is a Public Safety Communications Supervisor for the California 

Office of Emergency Services, a board member of Redwood Chris-

tian School, an active member of Eureka First Church of the Naz-

arene, and a leader in Eureka Boy Scout Troop 27. He enjoys Fri-

day Cook-Your-Own-Steak night with wife Ellen and son Mat-

thew and can be found in the Elks kitchen whenever Debbie and 

Jerry Stewart are cooking. He loves teaching archery to youth pro-

grams, hiking, and building and programming electronic things. 

 

Brian Smith, Lecturing Knight 

Jerry Stewart has been an Elk in good standing for 20 years. He 

followed in the footsteps of his father, grandfather, and two great 

uncles. His hobbies include hiking, fishing, camping, and going to 

Disney with his family and friends. He loves spending time with 

his 2 children, of whom he is extremely proud. One of his favorite 

things about the Elks Lodge is being a part of a cooking team 

where he works with his family and friends making delicious din-

ners for his fellow Elks. 

 

Jerry Stewart, Chaplain  



Hello fellow Elks,  

 

My name is Robert Patrick Gillmore, better known as Pat. I’ve 

only been an Elk for about a year but have attended many lodge 

events over the last 15 years with my partner Janet. I felt it was 

time to become a member myself and asked PER Alan Bobillot 

to sponsor me last April.  When I am not spending time at the 

lodge, I enjoy playing pickle ball, riding my bicycle or my motor-

cycle. I look forward to serving you in the coming year as your 

Lodge Esquire. 

 

Patrick Gillmore, Lodge Esquire 

Hello Fellow Elks! 

 

My name is Dana Harris and I am your new Inner Guard.  I’m a na-

tive of Humboldt County.  I grew up in Arcata.  I attended Arcata 

High School, graduating in 1979.  I then attended College of the 

Redwood’ court reporting program which I finished in 1981 and I 

have been working as a freelance deposition reporter ever since.  I 

became Tiler shortly after becoming an Elk and I am honored to 

be moving up to the position of Inner Guard.  You can often find 

me greeting at the door (stop by and say hi!), doing check-in for dinner or volun-

teering in some other capacity.  I’m looking forward to getting to know more of 

you personally.  See you all at the Lodge! 

 

Dana Harris, Inner Guard 

 

Marissa is a massage therapist, yoga instructor and personal 

trainer at Body Tuners Gym in Eureka. Long time resident, she 

loves walking in the redwoods and  on the beaches. She enjoys 

volunteering and service work.   

 

Marissa Vaudo, Tiler 



Pictures From 

Installation of Officers 



Elk’s Volunteer Apreciation Dinner and 

Awards 

Jeri Long 

Volunteer Of 

The Year 

Howard Ritter 

Elk 

Of The Year 

Dan Rickman 

Officer 

Of The Year 

Jack Harris 

Citizen 

Of The Year 

LaWana Schulz 

& Dana Harris 

Dining Room 

Cashiers for 

The Dinner 

Using the new 

steam table for the 

event! 



 

Pictured are Lodge Chairman Jack Harris, Lodge Exalted Ruler Shawn Doebel 

(Center), Simon Zagone and Lila Brazil.   

 

The Eureka Lodge #652 2024 Elks National Drug Awareness Program Poster 

and Essay Contest winners for 2024 are, Poster- Lila Brazil, Third-grade, Pacific 

View Charter School and Essay -Simon Zagone, Eighth Grade, Sunny Brae Middle 

School. Each received a cash award of $100 from the Eureka Elks Lodge and a 

$100 gift card for placing first in the North Coast District, with a Certificate of 

Achievement award during the March 10 th Lodge Volunteer/Award Dinner. 

Elk’s National Drug Awareness Program 

Poster & Essay Contest Winners 



ENF Fundraising 
I would like to give a huge shout out to everyone that donated to the Elks National Founda-

tion during 2023-2024. I started my year as the ENF Fundraising Chair with a lofty goal. 

Many of you might have been watching the thermometer by the cloak room as the red line 

traveled toward the top. There were moments during the year that I was sure I could not at-

tain such a goal. However, with all of you being so generous with your donations. I have hit 

that goal!  

Thank you all very much!  

Nina Strang (former) ENF Fundraising Chair  

Hello everyone.  

I am following Barry Smith as his year of Purple Pig Fundraising ends and mine 

begins. He did a pretty good job during his 2023-2024 year, and I hope to do 

even better in my 2024-2025 year of fundraising. Keep your eye on the Herd 

Talk to see when special events will be taking place around the lodge. We will 

also be having drawing from time to time. How many members know when the 

California "Purple Pig" started? Do you know how many paid Therapist and Pre-

school vision screeners we have through the program? Come search me out, tell 

me the year it began and the number of paid therapist/vision screeners there are I will give 

you a prize. CHEMPI stands for California-Hawaii Elks Major Project, Inc., and it supports 

Children's Services by being committed to assisting our youngest and most vulnerable citi-

zens, provides services to individuals and families coping with the effects of various disabili-

ties, and provides physical, emotional and other types of therapy services to individuals in our 

state. We are so lucky to have these Occupational Therapists, Physical Therapists, Preschool 

Vision Screeners and SpeechLanguage Pathologists available, thanks to the Elks. Please be 

generous with your donations again this year. I will try to keep my receipt book with me at all 

times. All donations are Tax deductible.  

Nina Strang , your newest Major Project "Purple Pig" Fundraising Chair  

California-Hawaii Elks Major Project, Inc. 

CHEMPI 

 

Wilson Leathers ENF Fundraiser Winner 
 

The  Winner of the ENF fundraiser was Barry Smith!  His name was drawn for the Wilson 

Leathers Set on February 28.  Congratulations Barry!! 



 The Elks National Foundation (ENF) for the 2023-2024 fraternal year ap-

propriated $16.3 million to invest directly in Lodge communi-

ties. Community Investments Grant projects improve the quali-

ty of life in places where Elks live and work. Grant funding is 

distributed by lodges though Community Service, Military Ac-

tive-Duty Support, Veterans Assistance, and Youth Support pro-

jects. Over the past year Eureka Lodge #652 used the follow-

ing ENF funding to provide community support with the following grants: 

 

Beacon Grant = $4000 – Food for People Donation (Community Service) 

Spotlight Grant = $2500 – Pine Hill/South Bay Schools Food Gift Cards for Food 

      Bags for Low Income student families during Winter Break (Youth Support) 

Gratitude Grant = $2500 – Nations Finest, Bed Bug Free Mattress and Pillow  

      Cases, Commercial Carpet Cleaner (Veterans Services)    

Freedom Grant = $1000 – North Coast Veterans Stand Down – Evening Meal  

       (Veterans Services) 

 

2023-2024 Grant Distribution = $9,500.  Since 2014 the lodge has distributed  

$53,000 into the community through grant funding.  ENF Grant funded communi-

ty support projects is just one of the multiple ways that emphasizes our lodge’s 

commitment to the order’s motto “Elks Care, Elks Share” 

 

Jack Harris 

Lodge Grant Coordinator 
 

Elk’s National Foundation 

Community Investments Program Grants 



“So long as there are veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 

will never forget them” 

 

The Veterans Committee final project for the 2023-2024 fraternal year was a 

donation of non-perishable food items to the local VA Clinic’s Pantry.   The 

clinic pantry provides food items in the form of snacks and refreshments to 

clients of the clinic.  Many have traveled from out of town, others need to be 

refurbished following blood draws while clients often endure long wait times 

to see a provider.  In the past the pantry was funded directly by clinic staff. 

The project split into two separate contributions is funded through $1000 of 

Veteran Account funds.  Dave Eberhardt is the project chairman.   

I want to recognize the Veteran Committee members for work they did with 

the multiple projects we completed this year:  Ann Poole, Angela Stacey, 

Frank Carpenter, Dan Rickman, Dave Eberhardt, Ernie Nunes, Jerri Long, Joe 

Massei, John Burke, Joan Collier, Kevin Christie, Larry Vance, Louise Harris, 

Nancy Henly, Pierre Carbonneau and Sheri Schaal.  In addition to their partic-

ipation, they also pull double duty serving as the lodge’s Grant Approval com-

mittee. 

 

The Veterans Committee meets monthly on the 2nd Monday of each month at 

6 PM at the Lodge.  

Jack Harris Veterans Committee Chairman 

The Veterans Corner 

Pictured from left to right: 

Elk Jack Harris; Food for People Executive Director, Carly Robbins, Elk Pierre Carbonnau 

Eureka Elks Lodge No. 652 donated $4,000.00 to " Food for People”, the designated Food 

Bank for Humboldt County. Food for People coordinates distribution of food countywide of 

over 16,000 meals a month by providing individuals and households with the emergency and 

supplemental food they need through a variety of hunger relief programs.  

 



Dear Elks,  

 

Spring has arrived finely, and like many of you, Roamer thoughts are of the good 

weather ahead. We continue our work in finalizing our outings for the coming 

camping season. We are also volunteering our time within the lodge as well. 

Many may have noticed the construction we are doing in the near corner of our 

RV park. This Kiosk will welcome fellow Elk travelers to our park and provide 

helpful information that they may need to know, and make their stay with us a 

delightful experience. We've had many large work parties of volunteers to turn 

this dream into reality. Dave Turner should be applauded for drawing up the 

plans and building a material list. Howard Ritter and Dave Eberhardt for present-

ing our proposal to the Trustees and organizing the work parties, Bob Holt for 

procuring materials and, along with Tim Cruz, directing the construction. Many 

others have also been volunteering also. 

 

We are awfully proud of having fellow Roamer, Dave Eberhardt, as "Elk of the 

Year" for 2023, and can you imagine our delight when it was revealed that How-

ard Ritter, another Roamer, was selected for this same honor for 2024! we also 

have 2 Elk Trustees as members as well as dozens of other Roamers volunteer-

ing their skills in helping make your Lodge what it is today, and what it will be in 

the future. 

 

It is with a sullen heart that I must inform you of the passing of our long time Elk 

and fellow Roamer, Lee Enemark. He passed away peacefully leaving his wife, 

Pat, family members and all those who knew him, mourning this loss. Arrange-

ment for the memorial, service and internment in Ukiah will be forthcoming. 

Lee and Pat are remembered for the many years of active involvement in our 

Roamer organization and the Lodge as well. Among other things, Lee was the 

creator of the Welcome Packet given to folks staying our Elks 652 RV Park. Not 

only did he write this but was also instrumental in the printing and assembly of 

the packet. Such a thoughtful and caring man, Elk, and fellow Roamer, he made 

a big difference and will be missed by many. 

Please join us for our next Roamer meeting April 3rd. @ 4:30. 

 

Dan Wilson-Wagon Master 

Redwood Roamers 



Charles “Charlie” Blunk has devoted his life to Elkdom for the past 17 

years and has been for eleven years a travelling Redwood Roamer member and 

club treasurer.  He originated from a Navy family and as a young man served in 

the U.S. Army for over forty years in military watercraft support.  In addition, he 

and his father began the adventure of RVing in their motorhome and together 

enjoyed many trips into the wild.   

 

His knowledge of camping is unmatched and when he eventually became a 

“Roamer” he shared his lifelong experience and knowledge with everyone who 

accompanied him on the many outings throughout the Pacific Northwest and 

beyond.  His passion for camping encompasses all who join him and his ability 

to fix things on the road is a constant solace to his friends and strangers he 

meets along the way.  Unmistakenly frank and to the point, Charlie is always 

there to simply help out. 

 

In addition, for the past six years, Charlie has attended House Committee, Trus-

tee and Lodge meetings in between his travelling adventures and has devoted 

himself to the development and marketing of the Lodge RV park.  He is a trusted 

member of the RV Committee and one can find him in the park on a regular ba-

sis working and visiting with our RV guests.  Charlie is also a valued member of 

the kitchen inventory team and a volunteer in dining services. 

We are honored to call him friend and Elkdom appreciates his service and patri-

otism in “enhancing the happiness of its members and cultivating good fellow-

ship.” 

It Takes A Village 



There's a rumor that spring is around the corner and after the lovely weather 

the past few days, we believe it!  I Of course, Mother nature isn't quite done 

with winter... 

 

As we move towards spring, a time of growth and rejuvenation, at the Lodge 

we are also looking for ways to grow and prosper. As we are all very well 

aware, the economy following the pandemic has hit hard. The Lodge is no 

exception. We've been brainstorming ways to improve the Lodge for your 

enjoyment. Before the pandemic we were a much busier Lodge and want to 

return to those fun and busy times. 

 

Check the out the calendar! We have Bingo night, card games and other 

fun activities. Would there be any interest in a pool tournament once a 

month? Please feel free of offer other ideas and or just give some feed-

back. 

 

And then there is the reality that we need to improve our revenue. The utility 

bills to keep the Lodge running has been hit just like everyone else. We have 

struggled to keep our costs low, but one trip to the grocery store and we all 

know what that looks like. 

Beginning April 1st (No it's not April Fools) we will be implementing the fol-

lowing: 

Friday nights (our busiest night of the week) which often sees many 

large groups and guests, we will increase beverage prices by $1.00 

starting at 6pm, 

 

We do not make this change lightly, but it will hopefully keep us from an 

across the board increase at the bar. So come enjoy your Lodge on other 

nights of the week!  

See ya at the Bar!! 

 

Rena Forbes 

Bar Manager 

News From The Bar 



 

 

 

 

 

Eureka Elks Dining Service for Wednesday and Friday Dinners 

 

The Eureka Elks Lodge welcomes you to our Wednesday and Friday dining service.  As of April 1st, 

2024, please remember that the reservation cut-off time will change to: 

Wednesday Dinner: Reservation cut-off time is Tuesday at 5PM 

Friday Dinner: Reservation cut-off time is Thursday at 5PM 

There will be no exceptions, so please, make your reservations early.  Remember, your reservation 

may be made by: 

1. Stopping by the Lodge, or calling (707-442-6652 Ext. 0) to speak with Crystal, our clerk, or 
leave a message on the phone tree. 

2. Stopping by the lounge and signing up on the clipboard. 

In order to reserve a table, there must be eight (8) in your party to complete the reservation.  

Your table will have a personal reservation placard with your imprinted name.  Please look for 

your placard when entering the dining room.  

We, the volunteers, appreciate your patronage and enjoy seeing you at the Lodge.  Thank you for 

your cooperation. 

Your House Committee 

Making a reservation for a party of 25 or more guests 

for a Wednesday or Friday Dinner 

To best accommodate you and your guest, please contact Crystal Flaherty, our Lodge Clerk to make a reservation a week prior to 

the dinner. Please remember that you are the Elk Member and responsible for your guests and party.  You must be present with 

them during their visit to the Lodge. Thank you for your reservation. We appreciate you and your patronage of the Eureka Elks 

Lodge.   

Crystal is available Tuesday through Friday from 10AM to 4PM 

Thank you from The House Committee 





St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 
Was A Great Success!! 

Come play Pinochle & Cribbage 

Thursdays from 2pm—4pm 



ADVERTISE HERE 
The Herd Talk accepts business 
card sized ads at $240 per year, pro-
rated through the end of our fiscal 
year in March.  Promote your busi-
ness!  All artwork must be submit-
ted to:     
  elksherdtalkeditor@gmail.com 

701 4th ST., EUREKA, CA  (707)445-1329 
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445 Herrick Avenue 

Eureka, CA 95503 

WIN $200 

Each Regular Meeting has an 

attendance drawing where 

two members are randomly 

drawn by computer. Each 

winner receives $200.00 if 

they are present.  

DATED MATERIAL 
April 2024 

Eureka Elks Lodge #652 

Annual Flag Day Ceremony 

Saturday, June 15th @ 12pm 

Now Serving Bar Food 

In The Lounge 

*** 

Hot Dogs, Nachos & French Fries 

Check Calendar for Dates & Times 


